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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING WORDS    

Bless this place and these people, God of manna, God of miracles, and God of mercy, as we are 

gathered to hear your word, dwell in your peace, and partake in your life-giving presence. 

 

Guide us into deeper relationship with you and others, while empowering us to cultivate 

communities of caring and belonging as champions of the gospel.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG                                    We Walk by Faith        ELW #635 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 

  with gracious words draw near, 

  O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

  "My peace be with you here." 

 

2 We may not touch your hands and side, 

  nor follow where you trod; 

  but in your promise we rejoice, 

  and cry, "My Lord and God!" 

 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

  and may our faith abound 

  to call on you when you are near 

  and seek where you are found: 

 

4 For you, O resurrected Lord, 

are found in means divine: 

beneath the water and the word, 

beneath the bread and wine. 

 

5 And when our life of faith is done, 

  in realms of clearer light 

  we may behold you as you are,  

  with full and endless sight. 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

O God you have searched us and known us. 

You know when we sit down and when we rise up; 

you discern our thoughts from far away. 

 

You search out our path and our lying down, 

and are acquainted with all our ways. 

 

Even before a word is on our tongue, 

O LORD, you know it completely. 

You hem us in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon us. 

 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for us; 

it is so high that we cannot attain it. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

O God, where can we go from your spirit? 

Or where can we flee from your presence? 

If we ascend to heaven, you are there; 

if we make our bed in Sheol, you are there. 

 

If we take the wings of the morning 

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead us, 

and your right hand shall hold us fast. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

O God, it was you who formed our inward parts; 

you knit us together in our mother's womb. 

We praise you, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; that we know very well. 

 

Our frame was not hidden from you, 

when we were being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld our unformed substance. 

In your book were written 

all the days that were formed for us, when none of them as yet existed. 

 

How weighty to us are your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 



We try to count them, they are more than the sand. 

We come to the end; we are still with you. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Search us, O God, and know our heart; 

test us and know our thoughts. 

See if there is any wicked way in us, 

and lead us in the way everlasting. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE    Take My Life That I May Be       ELW #685 

          Vs. 1, 5 

1 Take my life, that I may be 

 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

 take my moments and my days; 

 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 

 it shall be no longer mine. 

 Take my heart, it is thine own, 

 it shall be thy royal throne.  

 

By God’s grace, you are saved. In the name of Christ ☩ your sins are forgiven.  The Spirit is upon 

you to live with the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.  Amen.    

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: Most Merciful Judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion.  By your Spirit, nurture us who live in your kingdom, so that, rooted in the 

way of your Son, we may tend the groaning of creation and any who have need.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray.  Amen.   

  

KIDS’ TIME  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                     Word of God, Come Down on Earth      ELW #510 

                   Vs. 1 

Word of God, come down on earth, 

Living rain from heav’n descending, 

Touch our hearts and bring to birth, 



Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty we revere you; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

PREPARING FOR THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING                    Romans 8:18-27 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement 

to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not 

only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 

we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we 

do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

   26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who 

searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING            Acts 6:1-6 
1Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists 

complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 

distribution of food. 2 And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and 

said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on 

tables. 3 Therefore, brothers and sisters, select from among yourselves seven men of good 

standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4 while we, for our 

part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.” 5 What they said pleased the 

whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with 

Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had 

these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  

 

Word of God. Word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

The holy gospel, according to John, the sixth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 



GOSPEL            John 6:5-13 
5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 

“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself 

knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy 

enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are 

they among so many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great 

deal of grass in the place, so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the 

loaves, and when he had given thanks he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 

the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 

the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                Pastor Nicole Martin 

 

SONG OF THE DAY                 The Church of Christ, in Every Age       ELW #729 

               Vs. 1-3 

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 

  beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

  must claim and test its heritage 

  and keep on rising from the dead. 

 

2 Across the world, across the street, 

  the victims of injustice cry 

  for shelter and for bread to eat, 

  and never live before they die. 

  

3 Then let the servant church arise, 

  a caring church that longs to be 

  a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

  and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

 

Prayer response: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon 

you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING                           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code scanner 

on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING SONG        Come, Ye Thankful People, Come       ELW #693 

            Vs. 1-3 

 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

 raise the song of harvest home. 

 All be safely gathered in 

 ere the winter storms begin. 

 God, our maker, doth provide 

 for our wants to be supplied. 

 Come to God's own temple, come, 

 raise the song of harvest home. 



 

2 All the world is God's own field, 

 fruit unto his praise to yield; 

 wheat and tares together sown, 

 unto joy or sorrow grown. 

 First the blade, and then the ear, 

 then the full corn shall appear. 

 Lord of harvest, grant that we 

 wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

3 For the Lord our God shall come 

 and shall take his harvest home; 

from his field shall in that day 

 all offenses purge away; 

 give his angels charge at last 

 in the fire the tares to cast, 

 but the fruitful ears to store 

 in his garner evermore. 

   

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

It is our duty and our joy to offer thanks and praise to almighty and merciful God 

celebrating the work of God, fulfilling the promise of the resurrection through Jesus 

Christ, pouring out the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In God, we are people of many nations, but yet one body, many languages but one in faith. 

With Mary Magdelene, Peter, and all witnesses of the resurrection, with the earth, sea 

and stars, and all their creatures, angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  

 



let us give great thanks and praise singing…   

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 

come ye before him and rejoice. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come to the table of grace. 

Receive the gift of new life. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us the gift 

of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION SONG           Lamb of God               ELW, pg. 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

Have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace, grant us peace.   

 

 



COMMUNION SONG               Break Now the Bread of Life       ELW #515 

1 Break now the bread of life, 

  dear Lord, to me, 

  as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 

  Beyond the sacred page 

  I seek you, Lord; 

  my spirit waits for you, 

  O living Word. 

 

2 Bless your own word of truth, 

  dear Lord, to me, 

  as when you blessed the bread by Galilee. 

  Then shall all bondage cease, 

all fetters fall; 

  and I shall find my peace, 

  my All-in-All! 

 

3 You are the bread of life, 

  dear Lord, to me, 

  your holy word the truth that rescues me. 

  Give me to eat and live 

  with you above; 

  teach me to love your truth, 

  for you are love. 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray together:  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 

are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

MINISTRY MOMENT 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 

and forever, empowering you to live a trinitarian love of companionship with others. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                    O Living Bread from Heaven       ELW #542 

                      Vs. 1-3 

 

1 O living Bread from heaven, 

  how well you feed your guest! 

  The gifts that you have given 

  have filled my heart with rest. 

  O wondrous food of blessing! 

  O cup that heals our woes! 

  My heart, this gift possessing, 

  in thankful song o'er flows. 

 

2 My Savior, you have led me 

  within your holiest place, 

  and here yourself have fed me 

  with treasures of your grace; 

  for you have freely given 

  what earth could never buy, 

  the bread of life from heaven, 

  that now I shall not die. 

 

3 You gave me all I wanted; 

  this food can death destroy. 

  And you have freely granted 

  the cup of endless joy. 

  My Lord, I do not merit 

  the favor you have shown; 

  and all my soul and spirit 

  bow down before your throne. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

You are the body of Christ, raised up to serve as partners in peace and love. 

Thanks be to God, and we will. 

 

POSTLUDE       
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