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PRELUDE

WELCOME
Today, we are celebrating Christ the King Sunday—the last Sunday of the church year. We are
presented with an opportunity to remember the kind of King Christ was and is for us. To do this,
we will depart from our usual liturgical format for a special Sunday celebration. Through various
readings and reflections, we will explore who Christ is, as the King who reigns over our lives
during each season and the whole year long.

This exploration will take us on a quest through the seasons of the church year and what they
mean to us as disciples of Christ and followers of Jesus as our king. Interspersed between the
readings are selected hymn verses to be sung, highlighting in melody the faithful character of
God for us.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

GATHERING SONG All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name ELW #634
Vs. 1,2,3

1 All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem
and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
and crown him Lord of all.

2 O seed of Israel's chosen race
now ransomed from the fall,
hail him who saves you by his grace
and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace
and crown him Lord of all.

3 Hail him, you heirs of David's line,
whom David Lord did call



the God incarnate, man divine
and crown him Lord of all.
The God Incarnate, man divine
and crown him Lord of all.

Christ the King
READING Jeremiah 23:5-6
>The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. ®In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which
he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."

REFLECTION

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. On this day, the eve of our New Year in Christ, we come to you once again, O God. In
praise and thanksgiving, we lift up the great deeds of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Help us to remember the King that he was and is—the king of healing, renewal, mercy,
forgiveness, grace, and love. Grant us wisdom to glorify him through service and word;
called and guided by the Holy Spirit, transformed by your power, Lord, to be a living
reflection of you in all seasons of life. Amen.

HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name ELW #634
Vs.5
5 Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

Advent
READING Luke 1: 26-27, 30-33
2|0 the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, ?to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was
Mary. 3°The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3'And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 3°He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end."

REFLECTION



HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW #855
Vs. 1

1 Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king
through all eternity.

Christmas
READING Isaiah 9:6-7
®For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom.

REFLECTION

HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW #855
Vs. 2

2 Crown him the virgin's Son,

the God incarnate born,

whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn;

fruit of the mystic rose,

yet of that rose the stem,

the root whence mercy ever flows,

the babe of Bethlehem.

Epiphany
READING Matthew 2:1-2
'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."

REFLECTION



HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW #310
Vs. 1
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star
to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David's stem
in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

Lent
READING John 18:33-37
3Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the
King of the Jews?" 3¥Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?" 3°Pilate replied, "l am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed
you over to me. What have you done?" 3Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 3’Pilate asked him, "So you
are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that | am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."

REFLECTION

HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW #855
Vs. 3

3 Crown him the Lord of love--
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bend their burning eyes
at mysteries so bright.

Easter
READING Philippians 2:5-11
>Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
’but emptied himself,



taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,

8he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

“Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,

050 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

REFLECTION

HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW #855
Vs. 4
4 Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing,
who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

Pentecost
READING Acts 2:1-4
'When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages,
as the Spirit gave them ability.

REFLECTION

HYMN God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW #400
Vs. 1
1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind,
as on Pentecost descend!



Drive us out from sheltered comfort;
past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service,

there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!

Life in the Kingdom
READING Matthew 18:1-5
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?" 2He called a child, whom he put among them, 3and said, "Truly | tell you, unless you
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. “Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. *Whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me.

REFLECTION/KIDS’ TIME

HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW #855
Vs.5
5 Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail
throughout eternity.

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online
at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code scanner
on your smart phone to give online.

OFFERING SONG Father, We Thank You ELW #478
1 Father, we thank you that you planted

your holy name within our hearts.

Knowledge and faith and life immortal

Jesus your Son to us imparts.

Lord, you have made all for your pleasure,

and giv'n us food for all our days,

giving in Christ the bread eternal;

yours is the pow'r, yours be the praise.

2 Watch o'er your church, O Lord, in mercy,
save it from evil, guard it still;
perfect it in your love, unite it,
cleansed and conformed unto your will.
As grain, once scattered on the hillsides,
was in this broken bread made one,
so from all lands your church be gathered
into your kingdom by your Son.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the
needs of others, and at the end, bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

GIVING THANKS FOR THE MEAL
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

It is our duty and our joy to celebrate, giving thanks and praise to the almighty and merciful God,
celebrating the provision God has bestowed upon us.

We come under the promise of the resurrection, confident that the Holy Spirit is poured out,
uniting us as one body—many nations, yet one people;
celebrating the action of God to heal our wounded hearts and renew our spirit.

With all the witnesses of the resurrection, with the earth, sea and stars, and all the creatures,
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we celebrate with joy-filled hearts to be storytellers of God's mercy, forgiveness, and love.

Let us give great thanks and praise, singing:
Bread of life from heaven,
your blood and body given,
we eat this bread and drink this cup
until you come again.

Seek not the food that will pass away;
set your hearts on the food that endures.
Come, learn the true and the living way,
that the fullness of life may be yours.

Bread of life from heaven,

your blood and body given,

we eat this bread and drink this cup
until you come again.

BLESSING OF THE MEAL



LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste
of life eternal.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us the gift
of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God ELW, p. 154
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW #597
1 My hope is built on nothing less

than Jesus' blood and righteousness;

no merit of my own | claim,

but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.



2 When darkness veils his lovely face,
| rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may | then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God's
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL

Let us pray together: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with
the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of
your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and
embolden us to love and serve in Christ's name. Amen.

MINISTRY MOMENT

SENDING BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit
anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you + and grant you a faithful and
courageous heart now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross ELW #660
Refrain

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim

till all the world adore his sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain



3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

SENDING WORDS
Go into the world with bold hearts for generous living.
Thanks be to God, and we will.

POSTLUDE
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