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PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As we turn our hearts to worship: 

 

Bless this place, O God, as we are gathered to hear your word.  Inspire us through your spirit 

and generosity to see the love of the Christ child, empowering us to live as your presence in the 

world. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN           Children of the Heavenly Father        ELW #781 

1 Children of the heav'nly Father 

safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e'er was given. 

 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 

in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 

in his mighty arms he bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

from the Lord his children sever; 

unto them his grace he showeth, 

and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. Amen.   

 

Let us return to God, with all of who we are.  

Lord, receive our wounds and the aches of our hearts, setting us on a new path. 

 

A moment of silence for self-examination. 

 



God of saving and healing, 

we are caught in snares and trapped by brokenness.  We get stuck in patterns that harm 

ourselves and others, by how we speak, act, and treat each other.  In these ways, we do 

not always reflect the love you have for the world—offering tender compassion, radical 

hospitality, and pathways for reconnection. For all these things, Lord, we seek 

forgiveness.  Transform our lives and guide us again, to live as you live, helping others to 

be healed and saved.  Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones 

home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.  Share this 

good news.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE       Kyrie & Glory to God              ELW, pg. 120 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 

we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

 



Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: Lord of the lost, we are quick to judge and slow to accept those whom 

we consider lower than ourselves. But you show us the way of acceptance, forgiveness, 

and peace. We honor your name for teaching us to love, for the sake of the one who is the 

essence of love itself, Jesus Christ our loving Lord. Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                 

 

FIRST READING        Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12     (read responsively) 

 1How lovely is your dwelling place, 

  O LORD of hosts! 

 2My soul longs, indeed it faints 

  for the courts of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh sing for joy 

  to the living God. 

 3Even the sparrow finds a home, 

  and the swallow a nest for herself, 



  where she may lay her young, 

  at your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

  my King and my God. 

 4Happy are those who live in your house, 

  ever singing your praise. 

 10For a day in your courts is better 

  than a thousand elsewhere. 

  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

  than live in the tents of wickedness. 

 11For the Lord GOD is a sun and shield; 

  he bestows favor and honor. 

  No good thing does the LORD withhold 

  from those who walk uprightly. 

 12O LORD of hosts, 

  happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

 

PREPARING FOR THE WORD 

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION  Listen to the Word 

Listen to the word that God has spoken; 

listen to the One who is close at hand; 

listen to the voice that began creation; 

listen even if you don't understand. 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the eighteenth chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL          Luke 18:31—19:10 

31Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 

everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32For he 

will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. 33After 

they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again." 34But they 

understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they 

did not grasp what was said. 
35As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36When he 

heard a crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is 

passing by." 38Then he shouted, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 39Those who were in 

front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, "Son of David, have 

mercy on me!" 40Jesus stood still and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came 

near, he asked him, 41What do you want me to do for you? He said, "Lord, let me see 

again." 42Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has saved you." 43Immediately he 

regained his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised 

God. 

 



1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 

crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 

tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he 

looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 

today." 6So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7All who saw it began to grumble 

and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." 8Zacchaeus stood there and said 

to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 

anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much." 9Then Jesus said to him, "Today 

salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man 

came to seek out and to save the lost." 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON                                                Pastor Nicole Martin 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus    ELW #802 

Vs. 1-3 

 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

follow his example pure, 

through a world that would deceive us 

and to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in his footsteps treading, 

trav'lers here, our home above, 

full of faith and hope and love, 

let us do our Savior's bidding. 

Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

I shall follow where you guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 

and with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; 

where he is there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, 

we shall reap celestial joy: 

all discomforts that annoy 

shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

Jesus, here I share your woe; 

help me there your joy to know. 

 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

Since by death he conquered death, 



he will free us from destruction, 

give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion 

that would lead us into sin; 

and the grave that shuts us in 

shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

Jesus, here with you I die, 

there to live with you on high. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

Prayer response: God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of 

Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 



OFFERING                           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code scanner 

on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN          Restore in Us, O God         ELW #328 

1 Restore in us, O God, 

the splendor of your love; 

renew your image in our hearts, 

and all our sins remove. 

 

2 O Spirit, wake in us 

the wonder of your pow'r; 

from fruitless fear unfurl our lives 

like springtime bud and flow'r. 

 

3 Bring us, O Christ, to share 

the fullness of your joy; 

baptize us in the risen life 

that death cannot destroy. 

 

4 Three-personed God, fulfill 

the promise of your grace, 

that we, when all our searching ends, 

may see you face to face. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: Gracious provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening 

your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our 

commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord.     

                                                   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 



LITANY  

We come to the table of the Lord 

blessed to be touched by the almighty presence of God in the waters of baptism.    

 

We come to the table of the Lord  

blessed to be touched by the almighty presence of God in the Word made flesh and active 

in bread and wine.  

 

We come to the table of the Lord 

blessed to be touched by the almighty presence of God and transformed by his love. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us the gift 

of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN     Lamb of God               ELW, pg. 135 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.   

 



Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN     That Priceless Grace        ELW #591 

1 That priceless grace, that priceless grace, 

that priceless grace, which gave me life: 

Jesus' life is priceless grace. 

That priceless grace is life for me. 

 

2 That priceless blood, that priceless blood, 

that priceless blood was shed for me: 

Jesus' blood is priceless grace. 

That priceless grace is life for me. 

 

3 That painful death, that painful death, 

that painful death took sins away: 

Jesus' death is priceless grace. 

That priceless grace is life for me. 

 

4 That precious word, that precious word, 

that precious word, which brought me light: 

Jesus' word is priceless grace. 

 That priceless grace is life for me. 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray together:  Generous host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love 

might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

MINISTRY MOMENT 

 

BLESSING 

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit is alive in you for the 

work of the cross. Be ☩ blessed by God’s presence for you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN               Go, My Children, with My Blessing          ELW #543 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river 



I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.  

Thanks be to God, and we will. 

 

POSTLUDE       
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