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PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As we turn our hearts to worship: 

 

Bless this place, O God, as we are gathered to hear your word.  Inspire us through your spirit 

and generosity to see the love of the Christ child, empowering us to live as your presence in the 

world. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                 Son of God, Eternal Savior           ELW #655 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race, 

you our head, who, throned in glory, 

for your own will ever plead: 

fill us with your love and pity, 

heal our wrong, and help our need. 

 

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 

so may we for others live. 

Freely have your gifts been granted; 

freely may your servants give. 

Yours the gold and yours the silver, 

yours the wealth of land and sea; 

we but stewards of your bounty 

held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

King of love and Prince of peace; 

hush the storm of strife and passion, 

bid its cruel discords cease. 

By your patient years of toiling, 

by your silent hours of pain, 

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

 



4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race: 

by your praying, by your willing 

that your people should be one, 

grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 

here on earth your will be done. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. Amen.   

 

Let us return to God, with all of who we are.  

Lord, receive the words and meditations of our hearts.  Use them to heal and renew us.   

    

A moment of silence for self-examination. 

 

Merciful God,  

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.  Forgive us for the ways we act with 

judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your 

call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one 

another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your 

lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s 

ways. Amen. 

 

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called 

you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. 

Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF REFLECTION        Gathered in the Love of Christ    

Gathered in the love of Christ, 

 we are one in the fam’ly of God. 

 We are the dwelling place that love has made. 

 We are formed to be goodness and light in the world. 

                                                                                    

 Gathered in the love of Christ, 
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 Gathered in the love of Christ, 

 we are one in the fam’ly of God. 

 We are the dwelling place that love has made. 

 We are formed to be goodness and light in the world. 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  Lord of the Sabbath, your followers were told not to work on the 

Sabbath, and yet they boldly plucked grain to show that you are Lord of all. The world 

tells us not to rest on the Sabbath. Show us how to rest boldly, rejecting conventions that 

go against your will, and instead praying and resting as you did up on the mountain, for 

the glory of your word and work, Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                  

 

FIRST READING           Psalm 92      (read responsively) 
1It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

  to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

 2to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

  and your faithfulness by night, 

 3to the music of the lute and the harp, 

  to the melody of the lyre. 

 4For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

  at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

 5How great are your works, O LORD! 

  Your thoughts are very deep! 

 6The dullard cannot know, 

  the stupid cannot understand this: 

 7though the wicked sprout like grass 

  and all evildoers flourish, 

  they are doomed to destruction forever, 

 8but you, O LORD, are on high forever. 

 9For your enemies, O LORD, 

  for your enemies shall perish; 

  all evildoers shall be scattered. 

 10But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; 

  you have poured over me fresh oil. 

 11My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies; 

  my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants. 

 12The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 

  and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

 13They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

  they flourish in the courts of our God. 

 14In old age they still produce fruit; 

  they are always green and full of sap, 



 15showing that the LORD is upright; 

  he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

 

PREPARING FOR THE WORD 

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION           Listen to the Word 

 Listen to the word that God has spoken; 

listen to the One who is close at hand; 

listen to the voice that began creation; 

listen even if you don't understand. 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the sixth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                    Luke 6:1-16 

1One sabbath while Jesus was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked some 

heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. 2But some of the Pharisees said, "Why 

are you doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?" 3Jesus answered, "Have you not read what 

David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4He entered the house of God and took 

and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and gave 

some to his companions?" 5Then he said to them, "The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath." 
6On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and there was a man there 

whose right hand was withered. 7The scribes and the Pharisees watched him to see whether he 

would cure on the sabbath, so that they might find an accusation against him. 8Even though he 

knew what they were thinking, he said to the man who had the withered hand, "Come and stand 

here." He got up and stood there. 9Then Jesus said to them, "I ask you, is it lawful to do good or 

to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?" 10After looking around at all of them, he 

said to him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was restored. 11But they were filled 

with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus. 
12Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night in 

prayer to God. 13And when day came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he 

also named apostles: 14Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and 

John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and Matthew, and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, 

and Simon, who was called the Zealot, 16and Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became 

a traitor. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                                                     Reverend Nicole Martin 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    How Great Thou Art                                   ELW #856 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 



Refrain 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art! 

 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain 

 

4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

 

Prayer response: God of grace, hear our prayer. 



We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 

revealed among the people. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING                           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code scanner 

on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN               As the Grains of Wheat       ELW #465 

Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to 

the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord.     

                                                                   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY  

We come to the table of the Lord 

blessed to be touched by the almighty presence of God in the waters of baptism.    



We come to the table of the Lord  

blessed to be touched by the almighty presence of God in the Word made flesh and active 

in bread and wine.  

 

We come to the table of the Lord. 

Blessed to be touched by the almighty presence of God, we are fed by his love this and 

every day. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and be blessed by the touch of God in the bread and wine.  All are welcome to the joy, 

strength, and love of God.     

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us the gift 

of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    Lamb of God               ELW, pg. 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace.  

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                      Kaelyn Schutter, vocalist 



 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray together: Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of 

food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen.  

 

MINISTRY MOMENT 

 

BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in 

love. Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN            The Church of Christ, in Every Age      ELW #729 

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 

beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 

 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 

a caring church that longs to be 

a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

5 We have no mission but to serve 

in full obedience to our Lord; 

to care for all, without reserve, 

and spread his liberating word. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Share the rich word of Christ’s presence for all.   

Thanks be to God, and we will.      

                                                   

POSTLUDE       
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