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PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As we turn our hearts to worship: 

 

Bless this place and your people, O God, as they come excited for what has been and expectant 

for what will be.  Allow the advent of your coming to be a place of hope, peace, love and joy for 

each of your children.  Help us to wait with childlike curiosity, empowering us to seek the works 

of your goodness in moments that have yet to be. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN          Blessed Be the God of Israel        ELW #250 

 

1  Blessed be the God of Israel 

who comes to set us free 

and raises up new hope for us: 

a Branch from David’s tree. 

So have the prophets long declared 

that with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies 

and all who wish us harm. 

 

2 With promised mercy will God still 

the covenant recall, 

the oath once sworn to Abraham, 

from foes to save us all; 

that we might worship without fear 

and offer lives of praise, 

in holiness and righteousness 

to serve God all our days. 

 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 

you will prepare the way, 

to tell God’s people they are saved 

from sin’s eternal sway. 

Then shall God’s mercy from on high 

shine forth and never cease 

to drive away the gloom of death 

and lead us into peace. 



WREATH LIGHTING LITURGY 

A season of hope begins new today, 

a season of hope to guide our way;  

 

hope unfolding to reveal life.  

hope that banishes human strife.  

  

Our first candle in this season of light represents hope in the one who does come, the one who 

brings good news of salvation, that walks with us in times of trouble and joy, who shows us how 

to be light.   

On this day, we look with hope toward the one who is coming—a babe he will be, a man 

he will become.  The son of God he is; the Savior of the world for all.   

 

HYMN OF EXPECTATION               Peace, Peace, Peace                 Vs. 2  

Hope, hope, hope— 

the light of Christ is hope. 

In all our darkness Christ is shining, 

leading upward, faith refining. 

Hope, hope, hope— 

the light of Christ is hope.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 

we open our hearts to you, O God, our creator.   

 

A moment of silence for self-examination. 

 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  We often place our hope into 

worldly things and stray from right paths. We trust in what we can buy, instead of the 

peace you provide.  We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your 

refining fire and set us again to hope in you, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a sign of hope and light in the dark places.  It 

is a tender branch, a living sign, coming to life for you.  By water and the Spirit, you are joined to 

this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way 

of the Lord. Amen.   

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you.  

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  God of deliverance, you rescued Daniel from the mouths of the lions 

when he was punished for worshiping you. Liberate all who are endangered for the sake 

of their faith, and rescue us from anything that separates us from worshiping only you, 

for the sake of the one who made your name known to all people, across land and seas, 

Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 

 

KIDS’ TIME                 

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION          O Come, O Come Emmanuel        ELW #257 vs. 1 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL             Luke 23:1-5 
1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began to accuse 

him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the 

emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." 3Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the 

king of the Jews?" He answered, "You say so." 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the 

crowds, "I find no basis for an accusation against this man." 5But they were insistent and said, 

"He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to 

this place." 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

PREPARING FOR THE WORD 

 

FOCUS TEXT            Daniel 6:6-27 
6So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, "O King 

Darius, live forever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 

counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and 

enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to 

you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the 

document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, 

which cannot be revoked." 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict. 



10Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his 

house, which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his 

knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. 11The 

conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. 12Then they 

approached the king and said concerning the interdict, "O king! Did you not sign an interdict, 

that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall 

be thrown into a den of lions?" The king answered, "The thing stands fast, according to the law of 

the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked." 13Then they responded to the king, "Daniel, 

one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have 

signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day." 
14When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to 

save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. 15Then the 

conspirators came to the king and said to him, "Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and 

Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed." 
16Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of 

lions. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!" 17A stone 

was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and 

with the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18Then the king 

went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from 

him. 
19Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. 20When he came 

near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, "O Daniel, servant of the living 

God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?" 21Daniel 

then said to the king, "O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths so 

that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O 

king, I have done no wrong." 23Then the king was exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel 

be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was 

found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24The king gave a command, and those who 

had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of lions — they, their children, and 

their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the den the lions overpowered them and broke 

all their bones in pieces. 
25Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the 

whole world: "May you have abundant prosperity! 26I make a decree, that in all my royal 

dominion people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 

  For he is the living God, 

  enduring forever. 

  His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 

  and his dominion has no end. 

  27He delivers and rescues, 

  he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 

  for he has saved Daniel from the power of the lions." 

 

Word of God. Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

SERMON                                                                                                      Reverend Nicole Martin            
                                   

HYMN OF THE DAY     Come, Thou Almighty King       ELW #408 

1 Come, thou almighty King, 

help us thy name to sing; 

help us to praise; 

Father all-glorious, 

o'er all victorious, 

come and reign over us, 

Ancient of Days. 

 

2 Come, thou incarnate Word, 

merciful, mighty Lord; 

our prayer attend. 

Come and thy people bless, 

and give thy word success, 

and let thy righteousness 

on us descend. 

 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 

thy sacred witness bear 

in this glad hour! 

Thou who almighty art, 

rule now in ev'ry heart, 

never from us depart, 

Spirit of pow'r. 

 

4 To thee, great One in Three, 

eternal praises be 

hence evermore! 

Thy sov'reign majesty 

may we in glory see, 

and to eternity 

love and adore. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 

God’s presence. 

 

Prayer response:  Lord, in your mercy,  receive our prayer. 

 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING                           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code scanner 

on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN      O Bread of Life from Heaven       ELW #480 

1 O bread of life from heaven, 

O food to pilgrims given, 

O manna from above: 

feed with the blessed sweetness 

of your divine completeness 

the souls that want and need your love. 

 

 

 



2 O fount of grace redeeming, 

O river ever streaming 

from Jesus' wounded side: 

come now, your love bestowing 

on thirsting souls, and flowing 

till all are fully satisfied. 

 

3 We love you, Jesus, tender, 

in all your hidden splendor 

within these means of grace. 

Oh, let the veil be riven, 

and our clear eye in heaven 

behold your glory face to face. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to 

thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 

messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this 

through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord.     

                                                                   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

LITANY  

We come to the table of the Lord 

expectant for the Emmanuel to work through us. 
 

We come to the table of the Lord 

expectant for the Emmanuel to touch us with his love. 

 

We come to the table of the Lord 

expectant that He will reveal his mercy, forgiveness and grace to us and all the world. 

With the whole company of angels and the saints in light. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints. Coming forward is a sign of faith, 

active and hungry to eat at God’s table.   All are welcome to come and taste the love of God. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us the gift 

of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    Lamb of God               ELW, pg. 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                  Sonya Kempf, organ 

 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray together: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 

promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 

toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 



MINISTRY MOMENT 
 

BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN         Comfort, Comfort Now My People       ELW #256 

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 

tell of peace!" So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 

mourning under sorrow's load. 

To God's people now proclaim 

that God's pardon waits for them! 

Tell them that their war is over; 

God will reign in peace forever. 

 

2 For the herald's voice is crying 

in the desert far and near, 

calling us to true repentance, 

since the reign of God is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way. 

Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 

hills, bow down in humble favor. 

 

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

and the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble, 

as befits God's holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord 

now on earth is shed abroad, 

and all flesh shall see the token 

that God's word is never broken. 
 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace.  Christ is near.  Joyfully share the hope of his coming with all.      

Thanks be to God and we will. 
                                                   

POSTLUDE       
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