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PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN                 Lift High the Cross              ELW #660 

Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 

INVOCATION  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all people 

together through Jesus. Amen. 

 

We are gathered in the presence of God, invited to stand in life and not death, blessing instead 

of curse. 

We are gathered like the people of Israel, challenged to live in lifegiving ways.   

 

Like them, we often choose paths that disconnect us from relationship with God and others. 

Yet, like, them, we have freedom each day to begin anew by the grace of God.   

 

Our presence here, is an indication that we desire life. 

Let us praise God, the source of love and life who has called us to this place.  Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

 



Holy God, 

we are caught in snares and trapped by brokenness.  We get stuck in patterns that harm our 

selves and others, by how we speak, act, and treat each other.   We let our hurts fester and grow 

into painful soars.  For all these things Lord we seek forgiveness.  Turn us around to live with 

generosity, as you lived with generosity.  Sharing abundance as you have shared your 

abundance with us.  Amen. 

 

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks every 

snare, shatters the traps of sin, washes us clean for new beginnings, and restores the promise of 

life through ☩ Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 
 

 



GLORY TO GOD 

 

     

 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.  

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, in mercy you receive 

our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we 

may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

KIDS’ TIME                                 Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING              Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM             Psalm 51:1-12                          (read responsively) 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, 

  according to your steadfast love; 

  according to your abundant mercy 

  blot out my transgressions. 

 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my transgressions, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

  and done what is evil in your sight, 

  so that you are justified in your sentence 

  and blameless when you pass judgment. 

 5Indeed, I was born guilty, 

  a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

 6You desire truth in the inward being; 

  therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my iniquities. 



 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and put a new and right spirit within me. 

 11Do not cast me away from your presence, 

  and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

  and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

SECOND READING           Hebrews 5:5-10 
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 

who said to him, 

  "You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you"; 
6as he says also in another place, 

  "You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek." 
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

PREPARING FOR THE WORD 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

           
  

The holy gospel according to John, the twelfth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



GOSPEL      John 12:20-33 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus." 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus 

answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 

servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
27Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, 

it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came 

from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 29The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30Jesus answered, "This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 

this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself." 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                                                         Reverend Nicole Martin            
                                                

HYMN OF THE DAY               Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus           ELW #802 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

 follow his example pure, 

 through a world that would deceive us 

 and to sin our spirits lure. 

 Onward in his footsteps treading, 

 trav'lers here, our home above, 

 full of faith and hope and love, 

 let us do our Savior's bidding. 

 Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

 I shall follow where you guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 

 and with patience bear our cross. 

 Joy will follow all our sadness; 

 where he is there is no loss. 

 Though today we sow no laughter, 

 we shall reap celestial joy: 

 all discomforts that annoy 

 shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

 Jesus, here I share your woe; 

 help me there your joy to know. 



3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

 Since by death he conquered death, 

 he will free us from destruction, 

 give to us immortal breath. 

 Let us mortify all passion 

 that would lead us into sin; 

 and the grave that shuts us in 

 shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

 Jesus, here with you I die, 

 there to live with you on high. 

 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

 He has risen from the dead 

 that to life we may awaken. 

 Jesus, you are now our head, 

 we are your own living members; 

 where you live, there we shall be 

 in your presence constantly, 

 living there with you forever. 

 Jesus, let me faithful be; 

 life eternal grant to me. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 

creation, and a world in need. 

 

Prayer response:   Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING                           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN    Create in Me a Clean Heart        ELW #188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts 

that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy 

food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 



PREFACE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Table is set.  God’s generosity is here for you.  Bread for the journey and a feast for hungry 

hearts. Come.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN    Lamb of God 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN        As the Grains of Wheat              ELW #465 

Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 

                         

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace and 

received your generosity. Like grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one 

loaf to feed the world; sharing the gifts of God with our neighbors; in the name of Jesus, the 

Bread of life. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, shower 

you with mercy, fill you with courage,  and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 



SENDING HYMN        Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing        ELW #545 

1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 

 fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

 let us each, your love possessing, 

 triumph in redeeming grace. 

 Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 

 trav'ling through this wilderness. 

 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

 for your gospel's joyful sound. 

 May the fruits of your salvation 

 in our hearts and lives abound. 

 Ever faithful, ever faithful 

 to your truth may we be found. 

 

3 Savior, when your love shall call us 

 from our struggling pilgrim way, 

 let no fear of death appall us, 

 glad your summons to obey. 

 May we ever, may we ever 

 reign with you in endless day. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Let the generosity of God be your way. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE       
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