
Worship Service                                         January 7, 2024 
 

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD 

Baptism of Our Lord 

zionlutheranaberdeen.org 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN               As with Gladness Men of Old             ELW #302 

1 As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold; 

 as with joy they hailed its light, 

 leading onward, beaming bright; 

 so, most gracious Lord, may we 

 evermore be led by thee. 

 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

 Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

 there to bend the knee before 

 thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

 so may we with willing feet 

 ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

 at thy cradle, rude and bare, 

 so may we with holy joy, 

 pure and free from sin's alloy, 

 all our costliest treasures bring, 

 Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 

 

4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 

 keep us in the narrow way; 

 and when earthly things are past, 

 bring our ransomed souls at last 

 where they need no star to guide, 

 where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

5 In the heav'nly country bright 

 need they no created light; 

 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

 thou its sun which goes not down; 

 there forever may we sing 

 alleluias to our king. 



INVOCATION  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 

sweeping over the waters.  

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE    This is the Feast    



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us 

in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                                            LuMin 

 

FIRST READING              Genesis 1:1-5 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM         Psalm 29                         (read responsively) 

 1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 

  worship the LORD in holy splendor. 

 3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

  the God of glory thunders, 

  the LORD, over mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

  the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

 6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 9The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, 

  and strips the forest bare; 

  and in his temple all say, "Glory!" 

 10The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

 11May the LORD give strength to his people! 

  May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

 



SECOND READING      Acts 19:1-7 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 

you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy 

Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 

baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe 

in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   Alleluia   

  
  

The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL          Mark 1:4-11 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

MESSAGE                                                                                                 Melissa Zastrow            



                                                                       

HYMN OF THE DAY              Crashing Waters at Creation                  ELW #455 

1 Crashing waters at creation, 

ordered by the Spirit's breath, 

first to witness day's beginning 

from the brightness of night's death: 

 

2 Parting water stood and trembled 

as the captives passed on through, 

washing off the chains of bondage—  

channel to a life made new. 

 

3 Cleansing water once at Jordan 

closed around the one foretold, 

opened to reveal the glory 

ever new and ever old. 

 

4 Living water, never ending, 

quench the thirst and flood the soul. 

Wellspring, source of life eternal, 

drench our dryness, make us whole.  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

 

Prayer response:   God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 

hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING                           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN                 As the Grains of Wheat                              ELW #465 

Refrain 

 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

 were gathered into one to become our bread;  

 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  

 be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain  

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and 

cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your 

Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us  

 

COMMUNION HYMN              Around You, O Lord Jesus                  ELW #468 

1 Around you, O Lord Jesus, 

 your own you gather still 

 to share the feast you give us 

 with grace our lives to fill. 

 You say to us so lovingly, 

 “Take, eat! This is my body! 

 Take, drink! This is my blood!” 

 



2 We hear your invitation, 

 and heed, O Lord, your call; 

 your word of consolation 

 is spoken here to all. 

 It draws us to your loving heart; 

 it brings to us your blessing, 

 which never will depart. 

 

3 We are your own forever; 

 until our final breath 

 we will be true and never 

 in joy, in grief, in death 

 depart from you, for you are still 

 among your people dwelling, 

 as you have said you will. 

           

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise 

us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless you 

and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                Arise, Your Light Has Come                              ELW #314 

1 Arise, your light has come! 

 The Spirit's call obey; 

 show forth the glory of your God 

 which shines on you today. 

 

2 Arise, your light has come! 

 Fling wide the prison door; 

 proclaim the captive's liberty, 

 good tidings to the poor. 

 

3 Arise, your light has come! 

 All you in sorrow born, 

 bind up the brokenhearted ones 

 and comfort those who mourn. 

 



4 Arise, your light has come! 

 The mountains burst in song! 

 Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

 God's pow'r will make us strong. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

Thanks be to God. 
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