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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN The First Noe/
Vs. 1

The first Noel the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

HYMN The First Noe/
Vs. 2

They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the east beyond them far;/

And to the earth it gave great light,

And so it continued both day and night.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.

INVOCATION

ELW #300

Lambrechts Family

ELW #300

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who opens the heavens

and draws near to us with salvation.
Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness
that make us reluctant to work against oppression.
We are complicit in systems of exploitation.

We choose comfort over courage.

We are careless with creation’s bounty.

Look upon us with mercy.

Turn our hearts again to you.

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways
for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.

Hear these words of assurance:

God clothes you with garments of salvation
and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.

God's covenant is eternal,

and God’s blessing rests upon us all.

Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE Jesus, What a Beautiful Name
Jesus, what a beautiful name.

Son of God, Son of Man, Lamb that was slain.

Joy and peace, strength and hope,

Grace that blows all fear away,

Jesus, what a beautiful name.

Jesus, what a beautiful name,

Truth revealed, my future sealed, healed my pain.
Love and freedom, life and warmth,

Grace that blows all fear away.

Jesus, what a beautiful name.

Jesus, what a beautiful name,

Rescued my soul, my stronghold lifts me from shame.
Forgiveness, security, power and love,

Grace that blows all fear away.

Jesus, what a beautiful name.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 2:7, 21-22

'Then the Lord GOD formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. ?'So the Lord GOD caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord GOD had taken from the man he made into a woman and
brought her to the man.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Genesis 3:1-6, 8, 12-13, 22

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" ?The
woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said,
'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it,
or you shall die." #But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; >for God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil." ®So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 8They heard the sound of the
Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among the trees of the garden. *The man said,
"The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate." '*Then
the Lord GOD said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The
serpent tricked me, and | ate." 2’Then the Lord GOD said, "See, the man has become like one of
us, knowing good and evil.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 1:1-5,9

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life was the light



of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

SONG OF THE DAY Joy To the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive its King;

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room

And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing,

And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.




OFFERING SONG Christmas Offering

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star

While angels sang to lowly shepherds

Three wise men seeking truth, they traveled from afar

Hoping to find the child from heaven

And falling on their knees they bow before the humble Prince of Peace

| bring an offering of worship to my King

No one on earth deserves the praises that | sing
Jesus, may you receive the honor that you're due
O Lord, | bring an offering to you

The sun cannot compare to the glory of your love

There is no shadow in your presence

No mortal man would dare to stand before your throne

Before the Holy One of heaven

It's only by Your blood, it's only through Your mercy Lord, | come

| bring an offering of worship to my King

No one on earth deserves the praises that | sing
Jesus, may you receive the honor that you're due
O Lord, | bring an offering to you

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth.

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and
faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.



God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the table.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION SONG Agnus Dei
Alleluia, alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns.
Alleluia, alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns.
Alleluia! Holy, Holy are You Lord God Almighty

Worthy is the Lamb, Worthy is the Lamb,

For You are holy, holy are You Lord God Almighty.
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb, Amen!

Alleluia, alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns.
Alleluia, alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns.
Alleluial Holy, Holy are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb, Worthy is the Lamb,

For You are holy, holy are You Lord God Almighty.
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb, amen!



BLESSING
And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together:

Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release,
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the Spirit
+ remain upon you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Go Tell It on the Mountain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!

The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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