Worship Service November 19, 2023

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy Holy ELW #413
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.

We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.



We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God's children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through -+ Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.

Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW, pg. 213
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples,
and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us

for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. (p/ease
be seated)

KIDS' TIME Pastoral Assistant Saundra
SPECIAL MUSIC Walking on Our Way Men's Choral Group
PSALM Psalm 90: 1-12 (read responsively)

'LORD, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
2Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
3You turn us back to dust,
and say, "Turn back, you mortals."
“For a thousand years in your sight
are like yesterday when it is past,
or like a watch in the night.
>You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;
%in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers.
’For we are consumed by your anger;
by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
8You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
9For all our days pass away under your wrath;
our years come to an end like a sigh.
'%The days of our life are seventy years,
or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;
even then their span is only toil and trouble;
they are soon gone, and we fly away.
""Who considers the power of your anger?
Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.
12S0 teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

'Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden



destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape! “But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; >for
you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So
then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; “for those who sleep
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of

salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, "®who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with

him. ""Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "*For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; '>to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. '®The one who had received
the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. /In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. '®But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money. '?After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. °Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.’ 2'His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see,
| have made two more talents.’ 2His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’ ?*Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where



you did not scatter seed; ?*so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.’ 2°But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you,
that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? 2’Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own
with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. ?°For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 3°As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus
HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Talents and Tongue Employ ELW #674
1 Let us talents and tongues employ,

reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2 Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain

APOSTLES' CREED

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around
your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon
your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and
Servant. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.



God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus' table.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522
1 As we gather at your table,

as we listen to your word,

help us know, O God, your presence;

let our hearts and minds be stirred.

Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;

teach us through this holy banquet

how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.



Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;

may we still behold your image

in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.

BLESSING
And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and
generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.

BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!

The blessing of God,
Sovereign, *F Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing ELW #841
1 Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring,

ring with the harmonies of liberty.

Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies,

let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

let us march on till victory is won.

2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;



yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet

come to the place for which our parents sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;

we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last

where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand,
true to our God, true to our native land.

SENDING WORDS
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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