Worship Service October 15, 2023

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW #553
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies,

Christ, the true and only light,

Sun of righteousness, arise,

triumph o'er the shades of night;

Dayspring from on high, be near;

Daystar, in my heart appear.

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams | see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3 Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

INVOCATION
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our
joy complete. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.



We are overwhelmed

by the world's violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God's justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In *+ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW, pg. 149
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured
out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable,
just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BIBLE PRESENTATIONS Pastoral Assistant Saundra

FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-14

'When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has
become of him.” ?Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives,
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took off the gold rings
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. “He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold,
and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!” *When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” ®They rose early the next day,
and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to revel.



'The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that |
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!"” °The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. "°Now let
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume them; and of you |
will make a great nation.”

""But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand? “Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to
kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. '>Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have
promised | will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” *And
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23 (read responsively)
'The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want.
’He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name's sake.
“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff —
they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW, pg. 151
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The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. “Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.’ >But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. “The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ "®Those slaves went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests.

"“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, '?and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe? And he was speechless. '*Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand
and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” "For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus

HYMN OF THE DAY Change My Heart, O God ELW #801
(sing twice)

Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may | be like you.



You are the potter;

| am the clay.

Mold me and make me;
this is what | pray.

Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may | be like you.

You are the potter;

| am the clay.

Mold me and make me;
this is what | pray.

Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may | be like you.

BAPTISM

BAPTISM SONG
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You Belong to Christ

Hank James Baloun

ELW #212
(sing twice)
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world,

and all in need.

Prayer response:

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending
love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “God'’s peace be with

you” or similar words.
OFFERING
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this (=]
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online
at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code scanner B35

on your smart phone to give online.

OFFERING HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW #884
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together ELW #471
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain

BLESSING
And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ
Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world
to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



BENEDICTION
The God of glory, F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless
you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW #597
1 My hope is built on nothing less

than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own | claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

2 When darkness veils his lovely face,
| rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may | then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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