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PRELUDE                    

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     

 

GATHERING HYMN       Where Charity and Love Prevail                  ELW #359 

1 Where charity and love prevail, 

 there God is ever found; 

 brought here together by Christ's love, 

 by love we thus are bound. 

 

2 With grateful joy and holy fear, 

 God's charity we learn; 

 let us with heart and mind and soul 

 now love God in return. 

 

3 Let us recall that in our midst 

 dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 

 as members of each body joined, 

 in him we are made one. 

 

4 Let strife among us be unknown; 

 let all contentions cease. 

 Be God's the glory that we seek; 

 be his our only peace. 

 

5 Let us forgive each other's faults 

 as we our own confess, 

 that we may love each other well 

 in Christian gentleness. 

 

INVOCATION   

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our 

joy complete. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, 

yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed 

by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have 

for the sake of others. 

 

For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 

from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

 

Lead us back to you 

and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you.    

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                 This is the Feast           ELW, pg. 149 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may 

delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

KIDS’ TIME & NOISY OFFERING                  Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING                  Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" 16So they 

approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17'Say to Joseph: I 

beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now 

therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here 

as your slaves." 19But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 

though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 

numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 

little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                     Psalm 103:1-13                                    (read responsively) 

 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, 

  bless his holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and do not forget all his benefits — 

 3who forgives all your iniquity, 

  who heals all your diseases, 

 4who redeems your life from the Pit, 

  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

 5who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

  so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

 6The LORD works vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7He made known his ways to Moses, 

  his acts to the people of Israel. 

 8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9He will not always accuse, 

  nor will he keep his anger forever. 

 10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

  nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

 12as far as the east is from the west, 

  so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL         Matthew 18:21-35 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 

tell you, seventy-seven times. 



23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on 

his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 

seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and 

threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 

taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 

as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 

pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

SERMON                             Pastor Jim Holthus 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Day by Day                                 ELW #790 

1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

 bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

 Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 

 draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 

 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

 brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 

 Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 

 where at last I'll find eternal rest. 

 

2 Day by day, I know you will provide me 

 strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 

 I will seek your loving will to guide me 

 o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 

 I will fear no evil of the morrow, 

 I will trust in your enduring grace. 

 Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow 

 till in glory I behold your face. 

 

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 

 when my burdens grow too great to bear; 

 oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 



 when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 

 Day by day, no matter what betide me, 

 you will hold me ever in your hand. 

 Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 

 I will reach at last the promised land. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the 

needs of our neighbors. 

 

Prayer response: Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 

trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 



OFFERING           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN           We Come to the Hungry Feast                             ELW #479 

1 We come to the hungry feast 

 hungry for a word of peace. 

 To hungry hearts unsatisfied 

 the love of God is not denied. 

 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 

 

2 We come to the hungry feast 

 hungry for a world released 

 from hungry folk of ev'ry kind, 

 the poor in body, poor in mind. 

 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 

 

3 We come to the hungry feast 

 hungry that the hunger cease, 

 and knowing, though we eat our fill, 

 the hunger will stay with us; still 

 we come, we come to the hungry feast. 

       

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all 

might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 



God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table.  Come, eat and live.   

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN            The King of Love My Shepherd Is                  ELW #502 

                Vs. 1-5 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 

 whose goodness faileth never; 

 I nothing lack if I am his 

 and he is mine forever. 

 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 

 my ransomed soul he leadeth 

 and, where the verdant pastures grow, 

 with food celestial feedeth. 

 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

 but yet in love he sought me, 

 and on his shoulder gently laid, 



 and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

 with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

 thy rod and staff my comfort still; 

 thy cross before to guide me. 

 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

 thine unction grace bestoweth; 

 and, oh, what transport of delight 

 from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

BLESSING   

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received, 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ 

Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world 

to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless 

you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN      Savior, Again to Your Dear Name                 ELW #534 

1 Savior, again to your dear name we raise 

 with one accord our parting hymn of praise; 

 once more we bless you ere our worship cease, 

 then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace. 

 

2 Grant us your peace upon our homeward way; 

 with you began, with you shall end the day; 

 guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

 that in this house have called upon your name. 

 

3 Grant us your peace, Lord, through the coming night; 

 for us transform its darkness into light. 

 Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn; 

 your evening presence promise to your own. 

 

 



4 Grant us your peace throughout our earthly life, 

 our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife; 

 then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease, 

 call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE            
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