Worship Service October 1, 2023

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW #517
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;

curb those who by deceit or sword

would wrest the kingdom from your Son

and bring to naught all he has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.

INVOCATION
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our
joy complete. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world's violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others.



For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you
and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Beloved in

Christ,

God's justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW, pg. 149
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

KIDS' TIME Pastoral Assistant Saundra

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

'"The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are
set on edge”? 3As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in
Israel. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it
is only the person who sins that shall die.

25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2®wWhen the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed
they shall die. 2’Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed
and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 22Because they considered and turned
away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not
die. #Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways



unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

OTherefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your
ruin. 3'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 3For | have no

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 25:1-9
To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.
20 my God, in you | trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
“Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
>Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all day long.
®Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
‘Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness' sake, O LORD!
8Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13

(read responsively)

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. “Let each of you look not to your
own interests, but to the interests of others. >Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ

Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,



being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

“Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
050 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; ">for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” **jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. °Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him? 2But if we say, ‘Of human
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’So they answered Jesus,



“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these
things.

28What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ 2°He answered, ‘l will not’; but later he changed his mind and
went. 3°The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'l go, sir’; but he did
not go. 3'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead
of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change
your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Melissa Zastrow
HYMN OF THE DAY When Peace Like a River ELW #785
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,

when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
itis well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain
It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,)
it is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to his cross and | bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soull Refrain

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain



APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the
needs of our neighbors.

Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart,
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “God’s peace be with
you” or similar words.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.




OFFERING HYMN O God in Heaven

1

O God in heaven, grant to your children
mercy and blessing, songs never ceasing,
grace to invite us, peace to unite us—

O God in heaven, author of love.

Jesus, redeemer, help us remember
your pain and passion, your resurrection,
your call to follow, your love tomorrow—
Jesus, redeemer, savior, and friend.

Spirit unending, give us your blessing:

strength for the weary, help for the needy,
hope for the scornful, peace for the mournful—
Spirit unending, comfort and guide.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together:
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all

might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.

ELW #748

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION HYMN Taste and See ELW #493
Refrain

Taste and see, taste and see

the goodness of the Lord.

Oh, taste and see, taste and see

the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord.

1 | will bless the Lord at all times.
Praise shall always be on my lips;
my soul shall glory in the Lord;
for God has been so good to me. Refrain

2 Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us all praise God's name.
| called the Lord, who answered me;
from all my troubles | was set free. Refrain

3 Worship the Lord, all you people.
You'll want for nothing if you ask.
Taste and see that the Lord is good;
in God we need put all our trust. Refrain



BLESSING

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ
Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world
to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of glory, F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless

you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

The Lord now sends us forth
with hands to serve and give,

to make of all the earth
a better place to live.

The angels are not sent
into our world of pain

to do what we were meant

to do in Jesus' name;
that falls to you and me

and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray,
to do your will today. Repeat

SENDING WORDS

Go in peace. God is at work in you.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

The Lord Now Send’s Us Forth
Sing through twice
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