Worship Service September 3, 2023

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW #660
Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

INVOCATION
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our
joy complete. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world's violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others.



For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God's justice stretches beyond all understanding.

God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Glory to God

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God,
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glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS' TIME Pastoral Assistant Saundra

PSALM Psalm 26:1-8 (read responsively)
'Vindicate me, O LORD,
for I have walked in my integrity,
and | have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
2Prove me, O LORD, and try me;
test my heart and mind.
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and | walk in faithfulness to you.
4 do not sit with the worthless,
nor do | consort with hypocrites;
°| hate the company of evildoers,
and will not sit with the wicked.
6l wash my hands in innocence,
and go around your altar, O LORD,
’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,
and telling all your wondrous deeds.
80 LORD, | love the house in which you dwell,
and the place where your glory abides.

SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21

‘Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; '°love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ""Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. "?Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. '3Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. ">Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. '®Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '"Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. '8If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. °Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” ?°No, “if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.” 'Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

2'From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 2?And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to
you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2°For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2For what will it profit them if they
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27"For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. 2Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus
HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW #793
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.



3 Riches | heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may | reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the
needs of our neighbors.

Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart,
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.

OFFERING HYMN

1

We plow the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered

by God's almighty hand,

who sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine,
and soft refreshing rain.

Refrain

All good gifts around us

are sent from heav'n above.
We thank you, Lord,

we thank you, Lord,

for all your love.

You only are the maker

of all things near and far.

You paint the wayside flower,
you light the evening star.

The winds and waves obey you,
by you the birds are fed;

much more to us, your children,
you give our daily bread. Refrain

We thank you, our creator,
for all things bright and good,
the seedtime and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food.
No gifts have we to offer

for all your love imparts,

but what you most would treasure—
our humble, thankful hearts. Refrain

We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord'’s Table.

COMMUNION MUSIC

BLESSING
And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together:

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless
you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Allegro William Boyce
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