
Worship Service                             August 20, 2023 
 

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

zionlutheranaberdeen.org 

 

PRELUDE                   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     

 

GATHERING HYMN                All Are Welcome                 ELW #641 

          Vs. 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 

 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 



as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 

INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word 

never fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the 

gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                Jesus Shall Reign                              ELW #434 

         Vs. 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 does its successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 

 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

 



4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 

 the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 

 the weary find eternal rest, 

 and all who suffer want are blest. 

 

5 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 

peculiar honors to our king; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that 

your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

KIDS’ TIME                      Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

  for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

  6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

  all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant — 

  7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

  their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

  for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

  8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

  I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



PSALM                        Psalm 67                                    (read responsively) 

 1May God be gracious to us and bless us 

  and make his face to shine upon us, 

 2that your way may be known upon earth, 

  your saving power among all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity 

  and guide the nations upon earth. 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has yielded its increase; 

  God, our God, has blessed us. 

 7May God continue to bless us; 

  let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

SECOND READING       Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected 

his people whom he foreknew. 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to 

God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

    

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                 ELW, pg. 151 

         
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



GOSPEL              Matthew 15:21-28 
21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, 

Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." 24He 

answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 25But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 26He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and 

throw it to the dogs." 27She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters' table." 28Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 

you wish." And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                  Pastor Jim Holthus  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            Our Father; We Have Wandered                   ELW #606 

1 Our Father, we have wandered 

 and hidden from your face; 

 in foolishness have squandered 

 your legacy of grace. 

 But now, in exile dwelling, 

 we rise with fear and shame, 

 as, distant but compelling, 

 we hear you call our name. 

 

2 And now at length discerning 

 the evil that we do, 

 behold us, Lord, returning 

 with hope and trust to you. 

 In haste you come to meet us 

 and home rejoicing bring, 

 in gladness there to greet us 

 with calf and robe and ring. 

 

3 O Lord of all the living, 

 both banished and restored, 

 compassionate, forgiving, 

 and ever-caring Lord, 

 grant now that our transgressing, 

 our faithlessness may cease. 

 Stretch out your hand in blessing, 

 in pardon, and in peace. 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those 

in need, and all of creation. 

 

Prayer response: Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 

reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “God’s peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

 

OFFERING            
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 



OFFERING HYMN             Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

        
OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these 

gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 



God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN            Blest Be the Tie That Binds                 ELW #656 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 

 our hearts in Christian love; 

 the unity of heart and mind 

 is like to that above. 

 

2 Before our Father's throne 

 we pour our ardent prayers; 

 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

 our comforts and our cares. 

 

3 We share our mutual woes, 

 our mutual burdens bear, 

 and often for each other flows 

 the sympathizing tear. 



4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

 and sin we shall be free; 

 and perfect love and friendship reign 

 through all eternity. 

 

BLESSING  

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received, 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one 

who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and sustain 

you now and to the end of the age. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                             ELW #886 

      Vs. 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

 my great Redeemer's praise, 

 the glories of my God and King, 

 the triumphs of his grace! 

 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 

 assist me to proclaim, 

 to spread through all the earth abroad 

 the honors of your name. 

 

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

 new life the dead receive; 

 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

 the humble poor believe. 

 

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 

O fallen human race! 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

be justified by grace! 

  

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God! 



POSTLUDE   
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