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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG Days of Eljjah

These are the days of Elijah, declaring the Word of the Lord,

And these are the days of your servant Moses, righteousness being restored.
And though these are days of great trial, of famine and darkness and sword,
And we are a voice in the desert crying, prepare ye the Way of the Lord.

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice, in the year of Jubilee,
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes.

These are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh,

And these are the days of your servant David, rebuilding the temple of praise.
And these are the days of the harvest, the fields are as white in the world.
And we are the laborers in the vineyard, declaring the Word of the Lord.

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice, in the year of Jubilee,
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes.

There's no God like Jehovah
There's no God like Jehovah
There's no God like Jehovah
There's no God like Jehovah

There's no God like Jehovah
There's no God like Jehovah
There's no God like Jehovah

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice, in the year of Jubilee,
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes.



Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice, in the year of Jubilee,
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes.

INVOCATION

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word
never fails, whose promise is sure.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the
gift of God's mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE ! Will Call Upon the Lord
| will call upon the Lord

Who is worthy to be praised.

So shall | be saved from my enemies.

| will call upon the Lord.

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,
And let the God of my salvation be exalted.
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,
And let the God of my salvation be exalted.



| will call upon the Lord

Who is worthy to be praised.

So shall | be saved from my enemies.
| will call upon the Lord.

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,
And let the God of my salvation be exalted.
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,
And let the God of my salvation be exalted.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

KIDS' TIME & NOISY OFFERING Pastoral Assistant Saundra

FIRST READING Exodus 3:1-14

"Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his
flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the
LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet
it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see
why the bush is not burned up." “When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here | am." >Then he said, "Come
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground." ®He said further, "l am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

’Then the LORD said, "l have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their sufferings, 8and | have
come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. °The cry of the Israelites has
now come to me; | have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. '°So come, | will send you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." "'But Moses said to God, "Who am |
that | should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" ?He said, "l will be with you;
and this shall be the sign for you that it is | who sent you: when you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain."

13But Moses said to God, "If | come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall | say to
them?" '“God said to Moses, "I AM WHO | AM." He said further, "Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ' | AM has sent me to you."



Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 85:8-13
8_et me hear what God the LORD will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people,

to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
9Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land.
'9Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
"Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky.
2The LORD will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
3Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps.

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-10

(read responsively)

>Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” ®But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?'” (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?'” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?

“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); *because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For one
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA Hear Our Praises

From the mountains to the valley
Hear our praises rise to You.
From the heavens to the nations,
Hear the singing fill the air.

Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.



From the mountains to the valley
Hear our praises rise to You.
From the heavens to the nations,
Hear the singing fill the air.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the

Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.?2And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 2*but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 2>And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 2’But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

28peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 2°He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3°But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” 3'Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 3*When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33*And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus

SONG OF THE DAY Cornerstone

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteous.

| dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteous.

| dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

Christ alone. Cornerstone. Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face, | rest on His unchanging grace.
In ev'ry high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil.

Christ alone. Cornerstone. Weak made strong in the Savior's love.
Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all.
Christ alone. Cornerstone. Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.



Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all.

APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those
in need, and all of creation.

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.




OFFERING SONG / Give You My Heart
This is my desire, to honor You.

Lord, with all my heart | worship You.

All I have within me, | give You praise.

All that | adore is in You.

Lord, | give You my heart.

| give You my soul.

| live for You alone.

Every breath that | take, every moment I'm awake,
Lord, have Your way in me.

This is my desire, to honor You.

Lord, with all my heart | worship You.
All I have within me, | give You praise.
All that | adore is in You.

Lord, | give You my heart.

| give You my soul.

| live for You alone.

Every breath that | take, every moment I'm awake,
Lord, have Your way in me.

Lord, | give You my heart.

| give You my soul.

| live for You alone.

Every breath that | take, every moment I'm awake,
Lord, have Your way in me.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these
gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ's table. Come, eat what is good.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION SONG The River
To the river | am going,

Bringing sins | cannot bear.

Come and cleanse me, come forgive me,

Lord | need to meet you there.

In these waters, healing mercy,
Flows with freedom from despair.
| am going to that river,

Lord | need to meet you there.



Precious Jesus, | am ready

To surrender every care.

Take my hand now, lead me closer.
Lord | need to meet you there.

Come and join us, in the river.
Come find life beyond compare.
He is calling, He is waiting,
Jesus longs to meet you there.

Precious Jesus, | am ready

To surrender every care.

Take my hand now, lead me closer.
Lord | need to meet you there.

Precious Jesus, | am ready

To surrender every care.

Take my hand now, lead me closer.
Lord | need to meet you there.

Take my hand now, lead me closer.
Lord | need to meet you there.

BLESSING
And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep, and sustain
you now and to the end of the age.

Amen.

SENDING SONG For the Lord is Good
For the Lord is good, and His love endures forever.

He's a faithful God, to all generations.

For the Lord is good, and His mercies will not fail us.

They are new each day.

O lift your voice and say, the Lord is good.



Great is Your faithfulness O Lord,

Your loving kindness fills our hearts to overflowing.
Songs of rejoicing and sweet praise.

They fill our hearts. They fill our days.

For the Lord is good, and His love endures forever.
He's a faithful God, to all generations.

For the Lord is good, and His mercies will not fail us.
They are new each day.

O lift your voice and say, the Lord is good.

Great is Your faithfulness O Lord,

Your loving kindness fills our hearts to overflowing.
Songs of rejoicing and sweet praise.

They fill our hearts. They fill our days.

For the Lord is good, and His love endures forever.
He's a faithful God, to all generations.

For the Lord is good, and His mercies will not fail us.
They are new each day.

O lift your voice and say, the Lord is good.

For the Lord is good, and His love endures forever.
He's a faithful God, to all generations.

For the Lord is good, and His mercies will not fail us.
They are new each day.

O lift your voice and say, the Lord is good.

The Lord is good. The Lord is good!

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593.

CCLI Copyright License #2029973 / Streaming License #20579691

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America.



