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PRELUDE                   

 

GATHERING SONG      Lord, I Need You 

Lord I come, I confess, 

bowing here, I find my rest. 

Without You, I fall apart, 

You're the One that guides my heart. 

 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You.  Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, oh God, how I need You. 

 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more.   

Where grace is found, is where You are. 

Where You are, Lord, I am free.   

Holiness is Christ in me. 

 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You.  Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, oh, God how I need You. 

 

So teach my song to rise to You 

when temptations come my way. 

When I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay. 

 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You.  Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, oh God, how I need You. 

 

You're my one defense, my righteousness, oh God, how I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You. 

 

INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word 

never fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 



Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the 

gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE           Mercy  

Mercy, mercy Lord, 

Your mercy is how we are restored. 

Mercy, O mercy Lord,  

Help us to show Your mercy Lord. 

 

You have been patient with our offenses. 

You have forgiven all of our sins. 

We were deserving only Your judgment, 

But Your great mercy triumphed again. 

 

Mercy, mercy Lord, 

Your mercy is how we are restored. 

Mercy, O mercy Lord,  

Help us to show Your mercy Lord. 

 

Lord, You have taught us, love one another. 

As You have loved us, so we must love. 

Always forbearing, always forgiving. 

Showing to others the mercy we’ve known. 

 

Mercy, mercy Lord, 

Your mercy is how we are restored. 

Mercy, O mercy Lord,  

Help us to show Your mercy Lord. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call 

upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME & NOISY OFFERING                 Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING               Zechariah 9:9-12 

 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                  Psalm 145:8-14                        (read responsively) 

 8The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9The LORD is good to all, 

  and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

 10All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

  and all your faithful shall bless you. 

 11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 

  and tell of your power, 

 12to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

  and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

  The LORD is faithful in all his words, 

  and gracious in all his deeds. 

 14The LORD upholds all who are falling, 

 and raises up all who are bowed down. 



SECOND READING             Romans 7:15-25a 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, 

in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 

that dwells within me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 

delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with 

the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 

man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

    

ALLELUIA                  The Lord Almighty Reigns   

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah the Lord reigns. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah the Lord Almighty reigns. 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah the Lord reigns. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah the Lord Almighty reigns. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 

and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 

and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    



SERMON                                                Pastor Jim Holthus  

 

SONG OF THE DAY     Lord Have Mercy 

Jesus I’ve forgotten the words that You have spoken. 

Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim. 

With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom. 

Forgive me for my unbelief, renew the fire again. 

 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

I have built an altar where I worship things of man. 

I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from you. 

Now I am returning to your mercies ever flowing. 

Pardon my transgressions, help me love You again. 

 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

I have longed to know You and all Your tender mercies. 

Like a river of forgiveness, ever flowing without end. 

So I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence. 

Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night. 

 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those 

in need, and all of creation. 

 

Prayer response: Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 

reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING SONG      Offering 

The sun cannot compare to the Glory of Your love. 

There is no shadow in Your presence. 

No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne. 

Before the Holy One of Heaven. 

It's only by Your blood. 

And it's only through Your mercy. 

  

Lord I come. 

I bring an offering of worship to the King. 

No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing. 

Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due. 

Oh Lord, I bring an offering to You.       



The sun cannot compare to the Glory of Your love. 

There is no shadow in Your presence. 

No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne. 

Before the Holy One of Heaven. 

It's only by Your blood. 

And it's only through Your mercy. 

  

Lord I come. 

I bring an offering of worship to the King. 

No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing. 

Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due. 

Oh Lord, I bring an offering to You.                

        

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these 

gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  



  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION SONG               Draw Me Close  

Draw me close to You, never let me go. 

I lay it all down again 

To hear You say that I’m Your friend. 

 

You are my desire, no one else will do, 

‘Cause nothing else could take Your place; 

To feel the warmth of Your embrace. 

Help me find the way, bring me back to You. 

 

You’re all I want, You’re all I ever needed. 

You’re all I want, help me know You are near. 

 

You’re all I want, You’re all I ever needed. 

You’re all I want, help me know You are near. 

Help me know you are near. 

 

BLESSING  

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received, 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one 

who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 



BENEDICTION 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and sustain 

you now and to the end of the age. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG          Sing for Joy 

If we call to Him, He will answer us. 

If we run to Him, He will run to us. 

If we lift our hands, He will lift us up. 

Come now praise His name, all you saints of God. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

 

Draw near to Him, He is here with us. 

Give Him your love, He’s in love with us. 

He will heal our hearts, He will cleanse our hands, 

If we rend our hearts, He will heal our land. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

 

If we call to Him, He will answer us. 

If we run to Him, He will run to us. 

If we lift our hands, He will lift us up. 

Come now praise His name, all you saints of God. 

 

Draw near to Him, He is here with us. 

Give Him your love, He’s in love with us. 

He will heal our hearts, He will cleanse our hands, 

If we rend our hearts, He will heal our land. 

 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

Sing for joy to God our strength. 

  

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God! 

 



POSTLUDE         
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