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PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW #533
1 Open now thy gates of beauty,

Zion, let me enter there,

where my soul in joyful duty

waits for God who answers prayer.

Oh, how blessed is this place,

filled with solace, light, and grace!

2 Gracious God, | come before thee;
come thou also unto me;
where we find thee and adore thee,
there a heav'n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou,
let it be thy temple now!

5 Speak, O God, and | will hear thee,
let thy will be done indeed;
may | undisturbed draw near thee
while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
here is balm for all our woes.

INVOCATION

Blessed be the holy Trinity,”+ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word
never fails, whose promise is sure.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the
gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of -+ Jesus Christ.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Glorify Thy Name W&P #42
Father, we love you, we worship and adore You,

Glorify thy name in all the earth;

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,

Glorify thy name in all the earth.

Jesus, we love you, we worship and adore You,
Glorify thy name in all the earth;

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,

Glorify thy name in all the earth.

Spirit, we love you, we worship and adore You,
Glorify thy name in all the earth;

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,

Glorify thy name in all the earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom,
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS' TIME Pastor Jim

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:28-31
28Have you not known? Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth.



He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
30Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
3Tpbut those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING James 5:7-16
’'Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. °Beloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! '%As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. ""Indeed we call blessed those who showed endurance. You have heard of the
endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate
and merciful.

12Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath,
but let your "Yes" be yes and your "No" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. "“Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. '>The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. "®Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you
may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia W&P #6
1 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia;
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

2 He's my Savior, alleluia, he's my Savior, alleluia;
he's my Savior, alleluia, he's my Savior, alleluia.

3 He is worthy, alleluia, He is worthy, alleluia;
He is worthy, alleluia, He is worthy, alleluia.



4 | will praise him, alleluia, | will praise him, alleluia;
| will praise him, alleluia, | will praise him, alleluia.

The holy gospel according to Mark, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Mark 2:1-12

'When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at
home. ?So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of
the door; and he was speaking the word to them. 3Then some people came, bringing to him a
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. “And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of
the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the
mat on which the paralytic lay. *When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your
sins are forgiven." °®Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, "Why
does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone? At once
Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; and
he said to them, "Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Stand up and take your mat and walk'? "°But so that
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" — he said to the
paralytic — "I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home. ?And he stood up, and
immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and
glorified God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!"

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus

HYMN OF THE DAY O, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways ELW #772
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways

to keep his statutes still!

Oh, that my God would grant me grace

to know and do his will!

2 Order my footsteps by your word
and make my heart sincere;
let sin have no dominion, Lord,
but keep my conscience clear.

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
a stricter watch to keep;
and should | e'er forget your way,
restore your wand'ring sheep.



4 Make me to walk in your commands,
'tis a delightful road;
nor let my head or heart or hands
offend against my God.

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those
in need, and all of creation.

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.

OFFERING HYMN Let All Things Now Living

1

Let all things now living

a song of thanksgiving

to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,

protected and stayed us,

who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God's banners are o'er us,

God's light goes before us,

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished

and darkness is banished,

as forward we travel from light into light.

God rules all the forces:

the stars in their courses

and sun in its orbit obediently shine;

the hills and the mountains,

the rivers and fountains,

the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing

our love and rejoicing;

with glad adoration a song let us raise

till all things now living

unite in thanksgiving:

"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!"

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together:
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these
gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ELW #881



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'’S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ's table. Come, eat what is good.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW #742
1 What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!



Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

2 Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged--
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

BLESSING
And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received,
strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep, and sustain
you now and to the end of the age.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN Hymn of Promise MH #707
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SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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