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PRELUDE                

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     

 

GATHERING HYMN        God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens              ELW #771 

 

1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens 

 infinite in time and place, 

 flung the suns in burning radiance 

 through the silent fields of space: 

 we, your children in your likeness, 

 share inventive pow'rs with you; 

 great Creator, still creating, 

 show us what we yet may do. 

 

2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of 

 since the childhood of our race; 

 known the ecstasy of winging 

 through untraveled realms of space; 

 probed the secrets of the atom, 

 yielding unimagined pow'r, 

 facing us with life's destruction 

 or our most triumphant hour. 

 

3 As each far horizon beckons, 

 may it challenge us anew: 

 children of creative purpose, 

 serving others, hon'ring you. 

 May our dreams prove rich with promise; 

 each endeavor well begun; 

 great Creator, give us guidance 

 till our goals and yours are one. 

 

INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the 

gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE       Glorify Thy Name           W&P #42 

Father, we love you, we worship and adore You, 

Glorify thy name in all the earth; 

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

Glorify thy name in all the earth. 

 

Jesus, we love you, we worship and adore You, 

Glorify thy name in all the earth; 

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

Glorify thy name in all the earth. 

 

Spirit, we love you, we worship and adore You, 

Glorify thy name in all the earth; 

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

Glorify thy name in all the earth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to 

yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the 

blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.   

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                           Hank Bowker 



FIRST READING          Exodus 19:2-8a 
2They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 

wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 3Then Moses went up to God; the 

LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell 

the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings 

and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 

shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but 

you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall 

speak to the Israelites." 
7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 

words that the LORD had commanded him. 8The people all answered as one: "Everything that 

the LORD has spoken we will do." Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                 Psalm 100          (read responsively) 

 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2Worship the LORD with gladness; 

  come into his presence with singing. 

 3Know that the LORD is God. 

  It is he that made us, and we are his; 

  we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

  and his courts with praise. 

  Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

 5For the LORD is good; 

  his steadfast love endures forever, 

  and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

SECOND READING     Romans 5:1-8 
1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 

our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 

will anyone die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person someone might 

actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 

for us. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Alleluia                       W&P #6 

1 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia; 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

2 He’s my Savior, alleluia, he’s my Savior, alleluia; 

he’s my Savior, alleluia, he’s my Savior, alleluia. 

 

3 He is worthy, alleluia, He is worthy, alleluia; 

He is worthy, alleluia, He is worthy, alleluia. 

 

4 I will praise him, alleluia, I will praise him, alleluia; 

I will praise him, alleluia, I will praise him, alleluia. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL      Matthew 9:35—10:1, 10:5-8  
35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When 

he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 
1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 

to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.  
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8Cure the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give 

without payment. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                        Pastor Jim Holthus  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                 ELW #815 

           (please stand on the last verse) 

 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

 I want to follow Jesus. 

 God set the stars to give light to the world. 

 The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

 



Refrain 

 In him there is no darkness at all. 

 The night and the day are both alike. 

 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

 I want to look at Jesus. 

 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 

 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 

 I want to be with Jesus. 

 When we have run with patience the race, 

 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

 

Prayer response: God, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

 



Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

  
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN           Spread! Oh, Spread Almighty Word                 ELW #663 

1 Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, 

 spread the reign of God the Lord. 

 Send forth our Creator's call, 

 heaven's gifts extend to all. 

 

2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 

 who, to save our human race 

 and to pay rebellion's price, 

 gave himself as sacrifice. 

 

3 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 

 now to guide us on to heav'n, 

 strong and holy, just and true, 

 working both to will and do. 

 

4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

 rouse to action heart and mind; 

 let the gath'ring nations all 

 see your light and heed your call. 

      

OFFERING PRAYER     

Let us pray together: 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these 

gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.   

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    I Love to Tell the Story                   ELW #661 

1 I love to tell the story 

 of unseen things above, 

 of Jesus and his glory, 

 of Jesus and his love. 

 

 

 



 I love to tell the story, 

 because I know it's true; 

 it satisfies my longings 

 as nothing else would do. 

 

Refrain 

 I love to tell the story; 

 'twill be my theme in glory 

 to tell the old, old story 

 of Jesus and his love. 

 

2 I love to tell the story: 

 how pleasant to repeat 

 what seems, each time I tell it, 

 more wonderfully sweet! 

 I love to tell the story, 

 for some have never heard 

 the message of salvation 

 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 

 

3 I love to tell the story, 

 for those who know it best 

 seem hungering and thirsting 

 to hear it like the rest. 

 And when, in scenes of glory, 

 I sing the new, new song, 

 I'll sing the old, old story 

 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 

 

BLESSING   

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received, 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one 

who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and sustain 

you now and to the end of the age. 

Amen. 

 

 



SENDING HYMN                     All People That on Earth Do Dwell                  ELW #883                                                    

Vs. 1, 3, 4, 5 

 

  

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 

 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

 him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 

 come ye before him and rejoice. 

 

3 Oh, enter then his gates with praise; 

 approach with joy his courts unto; 

 praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

 for it is seemly so to do. 

 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 

 His mercy is forever sure; 

 his truth at all times firmly stood, 

 and shall from age to age endure. 

 

5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

 the God whom heav'n and earth adore, 

 from us and from the angel host 

 be praise and glory evermore. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                  
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