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PRELUDE       

     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     

 

GATHERING HYMN             Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia                             ELW #364  

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 

 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 

 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

 

Refrain 

 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 

 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

 Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst 

 until its strength by God was dispersed. 

 He who gives life did death undergo, 

 and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 

 

3 The angel said to them, "Do not fear. 

 You look for Jesus who is not here. 

 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 

 Only the graveclothes are lying there."  Refrain 

 

4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 

 He has arisen this world to save. 

 Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 

 Even the battle with sin is won."  Refrain 

 

5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 

 Alleluia, to him praises be. 

 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

 he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 

 

 

 



INVOCATION    

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 

even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power  

through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG OF PRAISE       Glory to God                    ELW #204 

           Vs. 1 & 2 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen 

life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS SINGING 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER RECOGNITION 

 

FIRST READING             Acts 7:55-60 
55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 

rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 



and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 

stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out 

in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM               Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16                        (read responsively) 

 1In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 

  do not let me ever be put to shame; 

  in your righteousness deliver me. 

 2Incline your ear to me; 

  rescue me speedily. 

  Be a rock of refuge for me, 

  a strong fortress to save me. 

 3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

  for your name's sake lead me and guide me, 

 4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

  for you are my refuge. 

 5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

  you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 15My times are in your hand; 

  deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 

 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

 save me in your steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Jesus is a Rock                     ELW #333 

        Congregation sings refrain 

Refrain:  

Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

 a weary land, a weary land; 

 my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

 a shelter in a time of storm. 

 

1 No one can do like Jesus, 

 not a mumbling word he said; 

 he went walking down to Lazarus' grave,  

 and he raised him from the dead.  Refrain 

 

2 When Jesus was on earth, 

 the flesh was very weak; 

 he took a towel and girded himself 

 and he washed his disciples' feet.  Refrain 

 



The holy gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL              John 14:1-14 
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's 

house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place 

where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 

we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you 

do know him and have seen him." 
8Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 9Jesus said to him, 

"Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 

the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

SERMON                                        Pastor Jim Holthus  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      Be Thou My Vision         ELW #793 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 

 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 

 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 

 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 

 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

 



4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 

 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 

 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

 

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING            
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 



code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN        You Are the Way                   ELW #758 

1 You are the way; to you alone 

 from sin and death we flee; 

 all those who search for God, you find 

 and by your grace set free. 

 

2 You are the truth; your word alone 

 true wisdom can impart; 

 you only can inform the mind 

 and purify the heart. 

 

3 You are the life; the rending tomb 

 proclaims your conqu'ring arm; 

 and those who put their trust in you 

 not death nor hell shall harm. 

 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life;  

 grant us that way to know, 

 that truth to keep, that life to win, 

 whose joys eternal flow. 

      

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out 

in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 



God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.    

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    As We Gather at Your Table                   ELW #522  

1 As we gather at your table,  

as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence;  

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story  

till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet  

how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

 

2 Turn our worship into witness 

in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you,  

bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion  



to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image  

in the world you died to save. 

 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  

other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome  

those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us  

nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels  

to repeat the sounding joy. 

 

BLESSING  

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received, 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to 

show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 

live in the new creation. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN          Hallelujah! Jesus Lives                  ELW #380 

1 Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 

 He is now the Living One; 

 from the gloomy halls of death 

 Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 

 bright forerunner to the skies 

 of his people, yet to rise. 

 

2 Jesus lives! Why do you weep? 

 Why that sad and mournful sigh? 

 Christ who died our brother here 

 lives our brother still on high, 

 lives forever to bestow 

 blessings on his church below. 

 

3 Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, 

 life eternal waits for you; 

 joined to Christ, your living head, 



 where he is, you shall be too; 

 with the Lord, at God's right hand, 

 as a victor you shall stand. 

 

4 Jesus lives! Let all rejoice. 

 Praise him, ransomed of the earth. 

 Praise him in a nobler song, 

 cherubim of heav'nly birth. 

 Praise the victor king, whose sway 

 sin and death and hell obey. 

 

5 Hallelujah! Angels, sing! 

 Join with us in hymns of praise. 

 Let your chorus swell the strain 

 which our feebler voices raise: 

 Glory to our God above 

 and on earth his peace and love! 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God! 

 


