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PRELUDE       
     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
 

GATHERING SONG     Your Love is Amazing 

Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging. 

Your love is a mountain firm beneath my feet.  

Your love is a mystery, how You gently lift me; 

When I am surrounded, Your love carries me. 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

And hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

 

Your love is surprising, I can feel it rising, 

All the joy that’s growing deep inside of me. 

And every time I see You all Your goodness shines through, 

And I feel this God song rising up in me. 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

And hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

 

Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging. 

Your love is a mountain firm beneath my feet. 

Your love is a mystery, how You gently lift me; 

When I am surrounded, Your love carries me. 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

And hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 

And hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Your love makes me sing. 



INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 

even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power  

through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you.    

 

 



SONG OF PRAISE       I Will Call Upon the Lord 

I will call upon the Lord 

Who is worthy to be praised. 

So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

I will call upon the Lord. 
 

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock, 

And let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock, 

And let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
 

I will call upon the Lord 

Who is worthy to be praised. 

So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

I will call upon the Lord. 
 

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock, 

And let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock, 

And let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the 

Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
 

FIRST READING           Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

  2a time to be born, and a time to die; 

  a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

  3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

  a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

  4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

  a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

  5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

  a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

  6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

  a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 

  7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

  a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

  8a time to love, and a time to hate; 

  a time for war, and a time for peace. 



Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING        1 Timothy 4:7-14 
7Have nothing to do with profane myths and old wives' tales. Train yourself in 

godliness, 8for, while physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way, 

holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 9The saying is sure and worthy of 

full acceptance. 10For to this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living 

God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. 
11These are the things you must insist on and teach. 12Let no one despise your youth, but 

set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13Until I arrive, 

give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. 14Do not neglect the 

gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the 

council of elders. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks  

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; 

Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; 

Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.   

 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL              Luke 15:11-32 
11Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his 

father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his 

property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to 

a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent 

everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 

eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my 

father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get 

up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands." '  
20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son 

said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.' 22But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — 



and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and 

kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 

and is found!' And they began to celebrate. 
25Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He 

replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got 

him back safe and sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out 

and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have 

been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have 

never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son 

of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf 

for him!' 31Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has 

come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

SERMON                                                Pastor Jim Holthus  

 

SONG OF THE DAY               Faithful Father   

Father, I can’t explain this kind of love,  

This kind of grace. 

I know, I still break Your heart 

And yet, You run to welcome me. 

 

This is my song of praise to You, 

For who You are and all that You do. 

From the moment my life began 

You have been faithful. 

 

Father, I love the way You hold me close 

And say my name. 

I know, when my life is through 

My heart will find its home in You. 

 

This is my song of praise to You, 

For who You are and all that You do. 

From the moment my life began 

You have been faithful. 

 

This is my song of praise to You, 

For who You are and all that You do. 

From the moment my life began You have been faithful. 



BAPTISM                      Miya Rynleigh Florence 

 

BAPTISM SONG             You Belong to Christ                          ELW #212 

            (sing twice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

 

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING                   
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING          Holy is the Lord                Fred Bock 

Kathy Brumbaugh & Gwen Heyd 

        

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out 

in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.   

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION SONG         Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound  

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see. 



‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

 

Thru’ many dangers, toils and snares  

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun,  

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we first begun. 

 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we first begun. 

 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to 

show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 

live in the new creation. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                   Friend of God 

Who am I that You are mindful of me? 

That You hear me when I call? 

Is it true that You are thinking of me? 

How You love me, it’s amazing.  It’s amazing. 

 



I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

He calls me friend. 

 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

He calls me friend. 

 

Who am I that You are mindful of me? 

That You hear me when I call? 

Is it true that You are thinking of me? 

How You love me, it’s amazing.  It’s amazing. 

 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

He calls me friend. 

 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

He calls me friend. 

 

God Almighty, Lord of Glory, 

You have called me friend. 

God Almighty, Lord of Glory, 

You have called me friend. 

 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

You call me friend. 

 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

You call me friend. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God! 

 


