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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 

The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 

death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be 

raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing 

promise in our baptism. 

 

PRELUDE           

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

 

TEMPLE TALK                 Nicole Schutter 

 

GATHERING SONG          Worthy is the Lamb 

Thank you for the cross, Lord. 

Thank you for the price You paid. 

Bearing all my sin and shame, 

In love You came and gave amazing grace. 

Thank you for this love, Lord. 

Thank You for the nail-pierced hands. 

Wash me in Your cleansing flow; 

Now all I know, Your forgiveness and embrace. 

 

Worthy is the Lamb 

Seated on the throne. 

Crown You now with many crowns; 

You reign victorious high and lifted up. 

Jesus, Son of God, the darling of heaven crucified. 

Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb. 

 

Thank you for the cross, Lord. 

Thank you for the price You paid. 

Bearing all my sin and shame, 

In love You came and gave amazing grace. 

Thank you for this love, Lord. 

Thank You for the nail-pierced hands. 

Wash me in Your cleansing flow; 

Now all I know, Your forgiveness and embrace. 

 



Worthy is the Lamb 

Seated on the throne. 

Crown You now with many crowns; 

You reign victorious high and lifted up. 

Jesus, Son of God, the darling of heaven crucified. 

Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb. 

 

INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 

with the gift of grace. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.  

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE     Be Unto Your Name 

We are the moment, You are forever. 

Lord of all ages, God before time. 

We are a vapor.  You are eternal. 

Love everlasting, reigning on high. 



Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. 

Highest praises honor and glory, 

Be unto Your name, 

Be unto Your name. 

 

We are the broken, you are the healer. 

Jesus, Redeemer, mighty to save. 

You are the love song we’ll sing forever. 

Bowing before You, blessing your name. 

 

Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. 

Highest praises honor and glory, 

Be unto Your name, 

Be unto Your name. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and 

serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

KIDS’ TIME                            Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

PSALM             Psalm 130                                     (read responsively) 
1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 

 2LORD, hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive 

  to the voice of my supplications! 

 3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

  LORD, who could stand? 

 4But there is forgiveness with you, 

  so that you may be revered. 

 5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

  and in his word I hope; 

 6my soul waits for the LORD 

  more than those who watch for the morning, 

  more than those who watch for the morning. 

 7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

  For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

  and with him is great power to redeem. 

 8It is he who will redeem Israel 

  from all its iniquities. 



SECOND READING               Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God's law — indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 

the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

LENTEN ACCLAMATION               Jesus, You Have Given Me 

Jesus, You have given me all of your grace so tenderly. 

I lift my hands and praise your name. 

Jesus, You have given me all of your love on Calvary. 

I lift my heart into your hands. 

 

Jesus, You have given me all of your grace so tenderly. 

I lift my hands and praise your name. 

Jesus, You have given me all of your love on Calvary. 

I lift my heart into your hands. 

 

The holy gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL               John 11:1-45 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 

hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you 

love is ill." 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 

God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 
7Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The disciples said to 

him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9Jesus 

answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 

because the light is not in them." 11After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 12The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right." 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 

thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is 

dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 



him." 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may 

die with him." 
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give 

you whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24Martha said to 

him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am 

the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, 

"Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 
28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

"The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 

went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha 

had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 

and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 33When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved. 34He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35Jesus 

began to weep. 36So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." 40Jesus said to her, 

"Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that 

you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 

may believe that you sent me." 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, 

come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                       Pastor Jim Holthus 

 

SONG OF THE DAY      Let the River Flow 

Let the poor man say I am rich in Him, let the lost man say I am found in Him, 

Oh, let the river flow. 

Let the blind man say I can see again.  Let the dead man say I am born again. 

Oh, let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 



Let the river flow, let the river flow. 

Holy Spirit come, move in power. 

Let the river flow. 

 

Let the poor man say I am rich in Him, let the lost man say I am found in Him, 

Oh, let the river flow. 

Let the blind man say I can see again.  Let the dead man say I am born again. 

Oh, let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

 

Let the river flow, let the river flow. 

Holy Spirit come, move in power. 

Let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

Let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

Let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

 

Let the river flow, let the river flow. 

Holy Spirit come, move in power. 

Let the river flow. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 



Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 

whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “God’s peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

 

OFFERING           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING SONG     Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks, give thanks, give thanks! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray together: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in 

faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 

pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.   

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION SONG       There is a Redeemer 

There is a Redeemer.  Jesus, God’s own Son, 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 

Thank you, O my Father, for giving us Your Son; 

And leaving Your Spirit ‘til the work on earth is done. 

 

Jesus, my Redeemer, Name above all names, 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. 

Thank you, O my Father, for giving us Your Son; 

And leaving Your Spirit ‘til the work on earth is done. 

 



When I stand in glory I will see His face, 

And there I’ll serve my King forever, in that holy place. 

Thank you, O my Father, for giving us Your Son; 

And leaving Your Spirit ‘til the work on earth is done. 

 

BLESSING  

And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which you have received, 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With 

the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

bless you in this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG     The Wonderful Cross 

When I survey the wonderful cross,  

On which the Prince of Glory died. 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

See from his head, his hands his feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did ere such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown. 

 

O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross, 

Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross, 

All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

That were a tribute far too small. 

Love so amazing so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 



O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross, 

Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross, 

All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name. 

 

O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross, 

Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross, 

All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name. 

  

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE            


