Worship Service March 19, 2023

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Fourth Sunday in Lent
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of
the man born blind healed by Christ. “l was blind, now [ see,” declares the man. In
baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God'’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel,
healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word,;
praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
to the desert's burning sand;
from this well comes living water
quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3 Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many
that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.



INVOCATION

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God's mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

+ forgives you in Christ's name,

and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE Cross of Jesus Zion Choir

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

KIDS' TIME Pastoral Assistant Saundra



FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can |
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 'l have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do;
and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” “Samuel did what
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” °He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to
the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before
the Lord.” ’But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because | have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made
Shammabh pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” '%)esse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” ""'Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” ?He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” '*Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.

PSALM Psalm 23 (read responsively)
'The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.
4Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil:
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
>Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life:
and | will dwell in the house



of the Lord forever.

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14
80nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—°for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '°Try to find out what is pleasing to
the Lord. ""Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '?For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 3but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, *for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”
Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

LENTEN ACCLAMATION
I Q p— T T | T ]
—e—|—= ! = — = ! |
= —] - I L 1 i - r”) ]
Let your stead - fast love come to us, O Lord.

| ﬁy  E— i i o = f f | | e i 1 1 |
HED - — I - I T ———— —
J ' = - -
Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
P : : : : : , , 0
s  E— | | ~ i } 1 1 1 I i |
| R - — 1 i i 1| i—d—d—f_‘.'ﬁl-l
J ' — -
Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

The holy gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 10:11-18

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ?The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. *The hired hand
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. '*l am the good shepherd. | know
my own and my own know me, "®just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay
down my life for the sheep. '®I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. ""For this
reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again. '®No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have
power to take it up again. | have received this command from my Father."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus



HYMN OF THE DAY He Leadeth Me

He Leadeth Me
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1 He lead - eth me: oh, bless-ed thought! Oh, words with heav’n-ly com-fort fraught!
2 Some-times mid scenes of deep-est gloom,some-times where E - den’s bow-ers bloom,
3 Lord, I wouldclasp thy hand in mine, nor ev - er mur - mur nor re - pine;
4 And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the vic-try’s won,
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What-¢e’er I do, wher-e’er 1 be, still ’tis God’s hand that lead - eth me.
by wa - ters calm,o’er trou-bled sea, still ’tis God’s hand that lead - eth me.

con - tent, what-ev - er lot I see, since 'tis my God that lead - eth me.
e’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jor - dan lead - eth me.
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me, by his own hand he lead-eth me.
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His faith-ful fol-I’'wer I would be, for by his hand he lead - eth me.

APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Sustained by God's abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.
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OFFERING HYMN Take, O, Take Me As | Am ELW #814
Take, oh, take me as | am;

summon out what | shall be;

set your seal upon my heart

and live in me.

Take, oh, take me as | am;
summon out what | shall be;
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you
pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY
Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'’S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW #520
1 Dearest Jesus, at your word

we have come again to hear you;

let our thoughts and hearts be stirred

and in glowing faith be near you

as the promises here given

draw us wholly up to heaven.



2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded
till your Spirit breaks the night,
filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living
come but by your gracious giving.

3 Radiance of God's glory bright,
Light of light from God proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light;
help our hearing, speaking, heeding,
that our prayers and songs may please you,
as with grateful hearts we praise you.

4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
praise to you and adoration!
Grant us what we need the most:
all your gospel's consolation
while we here on earth await you,
till in heav'n with praise we greet you.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With
the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless
you in this Lenten journey.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW #611
1 | heard the voice of Jesus say,

"Come unto me and rest;

lay down, O weary one, lay down

your head upon my breast."

| came to Jesus as | was,

so weary, worn, and sad;

| found in him a resting-place,

and he has made me glad.



2

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

"Behold, | freely give

the living water, thirsty one;

stoop down and drink and live."

| came to Jesus, and | drank

of that life-giving stream;

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now | live in him.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

"l am this dark world's light;

look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright."

| looked to Jesus, and | found

in him my star, my sun;

and in that light of life I'll walk

till trav'ling days are done.

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



