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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying God. Much of today’s 

gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of 

behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole community. We too are 

invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do 

so means life for us. 

 

PRELUDE                 Beautiful Savior                          F. Melius Christansen 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

 

GATHERING HYMN                 You are Mine                                         ELW #581 

1 “I will come to you in the silence, 

I will lift you from all your fear. 

You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. 

Be still and know I am here. 

 

2 “I am hope for all who are hopeless, 

I am eyes for all who long to see. 

In the shadows of the night, I will be your light. 

Come and rest in me.  Refrain 

 

Refrain 

  Do not be afraid, I am with you. 

  I have called you each by name. 

 Come and follow me, I will bring you home; 

 I love you and you are mine.” 

 

3 “I am strength for all the despairing, 

Healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 

All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, 

And all will know my name.  Refrain 

 

4 I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 

I am the peace the world cannot give. 

I will call your name, embracing all your pain. 

Stand up, now walk and live.  Refrain 

 

 



INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 

forever. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE         This is the Feast                                    ELW, pg. 122 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of 

the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring 

Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with 

Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

FIRST READING          Exodus 24:12-18 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give 

you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 

of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and 

Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

  15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory 

of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 

called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered 

the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 

nights. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                    Psalm 2                                (read responsively) 

 1Why do the nations conspire, 

  and the peoples plot in vain? 

 2The kings of the earth set themselves, 

  and the rulers take counsel together, 

  against the LORD and his anointed, saying, 

 3"Let us burst their bonds asunder, 

  and cast their cords from us." 

 4He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

  the LORD has them in derision. 

 5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

  and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

 6"I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill." 

 7I will tell of the decree of the LORD: 

  He said to me, "You are my son; 

  today I have begotten you. 

 8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

  and the ends of the earth your possession. 

 9You shall break them with a rod of iron, 

  and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

 10Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

  be warned, O rulers of the earth. 



 11Serve the LORD with fear, 

  with trembling 12kiss his feet, 

or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way; 

  for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

  Happy are all who take refuge in him. 

 

SECOND READING        2 Peter 1:16-21 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he 

received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 18We 

ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 

as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's 

own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women 

moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                 Matthew 17:1-9 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 

sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 

talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will 

make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still 

speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is 

my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, 

they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 

“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 

alone. 



  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                              Pastor Jim Holthus 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   How Good, Lord, to be Here                              ELW #315 

1 How good, Lord, to be here! 

 Your glory fills the night; 

 your face and garments, like the sun, 

 shine with unborrowed light. 

 

2 How good, Lord, to be here! 

 your beauty to behold 

 where Moses and Elijah stand, 

 your messengers of old. 

 

3 Fulfiller of the past 

 and hope of things to be, 

 we hail your body glorified 

 and our redemption see. 

 

4 Before we taste of death, 

 we see your kingdom come; 

 we long to hold the vision bright 

 and make this hill our home. 

 

5 How good, Lord, to be here! 

 Yet we may not remain; 

 but since you bid us leave the mount, 

 come with us to the plain. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC                The Lord’s Prayer                       Malotte 

      

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 

free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us 

as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN          Beautiful Savior                              ELW #838 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 



 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 

 

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from 

this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                  ELW #834 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 

 



2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 

 

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

  

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                   Potsdam                  Jeremy Bankston 


