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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing Christ’s 

name, we share the same Father and are invited to address this parent intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in 

humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our 

own. It is a good way to begin, again, another year. 

 

PRELUDE                   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

  

GATHERING HYMN          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                 ELW #288  

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 give ye heed to what we say: 

 Jesus Christ is born today; 

 ox and ass before him bow, 

 and he is in the manger now. 

 Christ is born today! 

 Christ is born today! 

 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 now ye hear of endless bliss: 

 Jesus Christ was born for this! 

 He has opened heaven's door, 

 and we are blest forevermore. 

 Christ was born for this! 

 Christ was born for this! 

 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 now ye need not fear the grave; 

 Jesus Christ was born to save! 

 Calls you one and calls you all 

 to gain the everlasting hall. 

 Christ was born to save! 

 Christ was born to save! 

 

 



INVOCATION   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of life, 

you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE  

 



GLORY TO GOD                                      ELW, pg. 120 & 121 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a 

sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           A Baby’s Born in Bethlehem                       Victor C. Johnson 

      Zach & Saundra Anderson, vocalists 

 

FIRST READING         Numbers 6:22-27 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless 

the Israelites: You shall say to them, 

  24The LORD bless you and keep you; 

  25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

  26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                   Psalm 8                         (read responsively) 

 1O LORD, our Sovereign, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

  You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 2Out of the mouths of babes and infants 

  you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 

  to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

 3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars that you have established; 

 4what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  mortals that you care for them? 

 5Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 

  and crowned them with glory and honor. 

 6You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 

  you have put all things under their feet, 

 7all sheep and oxen, 

  and also the beasts of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

  whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

 9O LORD, our Sovereign, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING            Galatians 4:4-7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 

through God. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL          Luke 2:15-21 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 

name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

SERMON                                              Pastor Jim Holthus 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY       I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                  ELW #815 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

 I want to follow Jesus. 

 God set the stars to give light to the world. 

 The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain 

 In him there is no darkness at all. 

 The night and the day are both alike. 

 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

 I want to look at Jesus. 

 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 

 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 

 I want to be with Jesus. 

 When we have run with patience the race, 

 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life 

of the earth, and the whole human family. 

 

Prayer response: God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we 

pray to the mercy of God. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “God’s peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

 

OFFERING           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a 

gift online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use 

the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN        What Child is This?              ELW #296 

    Vs. 3 only 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; 

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 

 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song 

of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the 

world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.   

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN            Love Has Come                 ELW #292 

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  



Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

2    Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

3 Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: 

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have 

gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good 

news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN             Joy to the World          ELW #267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 



 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 SENDING WORDS 

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                  

 


