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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things 

into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus 

Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, 

and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by 

the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                 

 

DIALOGUE 

We gather in the name of the Father, + the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  

In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 

All things in heaven and on earth came into being through the Word of God. This Word incarnate 

is the source of life, hope, and salvation for all who believe. 

Come, let us worship him in truth. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

Christ Jesus, you took on the form of God, yet you did not regard equality with God as something 

to be exploited; rather, you emptied yourself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 

likeness. You humbled yourself in this life and became obedient to the point of death—even 

death on a cross. All this you did for the sake of us, who do not deserve such mercy and grace. 

For this we thank you with our whole hearts and praise your holy name. 

Amen.    



FIRST LESSON             Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9            The peace that Christ will bring 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 

of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the 

fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but 

with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 

the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their 

young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play 

over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will 

not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 

CAROL            Comfort, Comfort Now My People                  ELW #256 

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 

 tell of peace!" So says our God. 

 Comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning under sorrow's load. 

 To God's people now proclaim 

 that God's pardon waits for them! 

 Tell them that their war is over; 

 God will reign in peace forever. 

 

2 For the herald's voice is crying 

 in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to true repentance, 

 since the reign of God is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! 

 Now prepare for God a way. 

 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 

 hills, bow down in humble favor. 

 

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

 and the rougher places plain. 

 Let your hearts be true and humble, 

 as befits God's holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord 

 now on earth is shed abroad, 

 and all flesh shall see the token 

 that God's word is never broken. 

                                                                                           

SECOND LESSON                 Luke 1:26–35, 38                    The annunciation to Mary 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 



virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 

be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

 

CAROL                           From Heaven Above                   ELW #268 

1 "From heav'n above to earth I come 

 to bear good news to ev'ry home! 

 Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

 to all the world, and gladly sing:" 

 

2 "To you this night is born a child 

 of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

 this newborn child of lowly birth 

 shall be the joy of all the earth." 

 

3 "This is the Christ, God's Son most high, 

 who hears your sad and bitter cry, 

 who will himself your Savior be 

 and from all sin will set you free." 

 

4 "The blessing that the Father planned 

the Son holds in his infant hand, 

that in his kingdom, bright and fair, 

you may with us his glory share." 

 

THIRD LESSON                       Luke 2:1-7                                 The birth of Jesus 

About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. 

This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his 

own ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of 

Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he 

had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant. 

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her 

firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was no room in 

the hostel. 

                                                          



CAROL                What Child is This?                   ELW #296 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 This, this is Christ the king, 

 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate 

 where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

 the cross be borne for me, for you; 

 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; 

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 

 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

FOURTH LESSON                 Luke 2:8–16    The shepherds go to see their Savior 

There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over 

their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them. 

They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful 

event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a 

Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket 

and lying in a manger.” 

At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: 

Glory to God in the heavenly heights, 

Peace to all men and women on earth who please him. 

 

As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get over to 

Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, 

running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. 

 

 



CAROL                              Angels From the Realms of Glory                ELW #275 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 once you sang creation's story, 

 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

 watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing, 

 yonder shines the infant light. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

 brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations, 

 you have seen his natal star. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

4 All creation, join in praising 

 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

 evermore your voices raising 

 to the eternal Three in One. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

FIFTH LESSON                       Luke 2:21-35                        Jesus receives his name 

When the eighth day arrived, the day of circumcision, the child was named Jesus, the 

name given by the angel before he was conceived. 

Then when the days stipulated by Moses for purification were complete, they took him up 

to Jerusalem to offer him to God as commanded in God’s Law: “Every male who opens the womb 

shall be a holy offering to God,” and also to sacrifice the “pair of doves or two young pigeons” 

prescribed in God’s Law. 

In Jerusalem at the time, there was a man, Simeon by name, a good man, a man who lived 

in the prayerful expectancy of help for Israel. And the Holy Spirit was on him. The Holy Spirit had 

shown him that he would see the Messiah of God before he died. Led by the Spirit, he entered 

the Temple. As the parents of the child Jesus brought him in to carry out the rituals of the Law, 

Simeon took him into his arms and blessed God: 

 

God, you can now release your servant; 

release me in peace as you promised. 



With my own eyes I’ve seen your salvation; 

it’s now out in the open for everyone to see: 

A God-revealing light to the non-Jewish nations, 

and of glory for your people Israel. 

 

Jesus’ father and mother were speechless with surprise at these words. Simeon went on to bless 

them, and said to Mary his mother, 

 

This child marks both the failure and 

the recovery of many in Israel, 

A figure misunderstood and contradicted— 

the pain of a sword-thrust through you— 

But the rejection will force honesty, 

as God reveals who they really are. 

 

CAROL             Once in Royal David’s City                   ELW #269 

1 Once in royal David's city 

 stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 where a mother laid her baby 

 in a manger for his bed: 

 Mary was that mother mild, 

 Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

 who is God and Lord of all, 

 and his shelter was a stable, 

 and his cradle was a stall; 

 with the poor and meek and lowly, 

 lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 And our eyes at last shall see him, 

 through his own redeeming love; 

 for that child so dear and gentle 

 is our Lord in heav'n above; 

 and he leads his children on 

 to the place where he is gone. 

 

4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 

 with the oxen standing by, 

 we shall see him; but in heaven, 

 set at God's right hand on high; 

 there his children gather round, 

 bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

 



SIXTH LESSON                   Matthew 2:1-11                      The magi follow the star 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory— this was during Herod’s 

kingship—a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. They asked around, “Where can 

we find and pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews? We observed a star in the eastern sky 

that signaled his birth. We’re on pilgrimage to worship him.” 

When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was terrified—and not Herod alone, but most 

of Jerusalem as well. Herod lost no time. He gathered all the high priests and religion scholars in 

the city together and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 

 

They told him, “Bethlehem, Judah territory. The prophet Micah wrote it plainly: 

 

It’s you, Bethlehem, in Judah’s land, 

no longer bringing up the rear. 

From you will come the leader 

who will shepherd-rule my people, my Israel.” 

 

Herod then arranged a secret meeting with the scholars from the East. Pretending to be 

as devout as they were, he got them to tell him exactly when the birth-announcement star 

appeared. Then he told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, and said, “Go find this child. Leave 

no stone unturned. As soon as you find him, send word and I’ll join you at once in your worship.” 

Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the star appeared again, the same star they had 

seen in the eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place of the child. They could 

hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived at the right time! 

They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. Overcome, 

they kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened their luggage and presented gifts: gold, 

frankincense, myrrh. 

 

CAROL                                    We Three Kings             

 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 

 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star. 

 

Refrain 

 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

 star with royal beauty bright; 

 westward leading, still proceeding, 

 guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 

 gold I bring to crown him again; 

 king forever, ceasing never, 

 over us all to reign.  Refrain 



3 Frankincense to offer have I; 

 incense owns a deity nigh; 

 prayer and praising, gladly raising, 

 worshiping God Most High.  Refrain 

 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

 sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  Refrain 

 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, 

 King and God and Sacrifice; 

 heav’n sings alleluia: 

 alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 

 

SEVENTH LESSON                    John 1:1-14             The mystery of the incarnation 

The Word was first, 

the Word present to God, 

    God present to the Word. 

The Word was God, 

    in readiness for God from day one. 

 

Everything was created through him; 

    nothing—not one thing!— 

    came into being without him. 

What came into existence was Life, 

    and the Life was Light to live by. 

The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; 

    the darkness couldn’t put it out. 

 

There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the Life-Light. He 

came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was not himself the Light; he was 

there to show the way to the Light. 

 

The Life-Light was the real thing: 

    Every person entering Life 

    he brings into Light. 

He was in the world, 

    the world was there through him, 

    and yet the world didn’t even notice. 

He came to his own people, 

    but they didn’t want him. 

But whoever did want him, 

    who believed he was who he claimed 



    and would do what he said, 

He made to be their true selves, 

    their child-of-God selves. 

These are the God-begotten, 

    not blood-begotten, 

    not flesh-begotten. 

 

The Word became flesh and blood, 

    and moved into the neighborhood. 

We saw the glory with our own eyes, 

    the one-of-a-kind glory, 

    like Father, like Son, 

Generous inside and out, 

    true from start to finish. 

 

CAROL                        Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                        ELW #288 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 give ye heed to what we say: 

 Jesus Christ is born today; 

 ox and ass before him bow, 

 and he is in the manger now. 

 Christ is born today! 

 Christ is born today! 

 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 now ye hear of endless bliss: 

 Jesus Christ was born for this! 

 He has opened heaven's door, 

 and we are blest forevermore. 

 Christ was born for this! 

 Christ was born for this! 

 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 now ye need not fear the grave; 

 Jesus Christ was born to save! 

 Calls you one and calls you all 

 to gain the everlasting hall. 

 Christ was born to save! 

 Christ was born to save! 

 



OFFERING                          
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN        Your Little Ones, Dear Lord                   ELW #286 

1 Your little ones, dear Lord, are we, 

 and come your lowly bed to see; 

 enlighten ev'ry soul and mind, 

 that we the way to you may find. 

 

2 With songs we hasten you to greet, 

 and kiss the ground before your feet. 

 Oh, blessed hour, oh, sweetest night 

 that gave you birth, our soul's delight. 

 

3 Oh, draw us wholly to you, Lord, 

 and to us all your grace accord; 

 true faith and love to us impart, 

 that we may hold you in our heart. 

 

4 Until at last we too proclaim, 

 with all your saints, your glorious name; 

 in paradise our songs renew, 

 and praise you as the angels do. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together:  God of faithfulness, you call your church to be a fellowship of love, a sign 

of a renewed human community by the gift of your Spirit. We pray that you will bless these 

offerings, those who gave them, and to all whose lives will be affected by them. May our tithes, 

offerings, and lives be a sign of your grace and peace; through Jesus Christ, who makes us one.  

Amen.  

                                                         

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS 

Let us gather our hearts together as one and offer our prayers to God. 

 

        (Silence is kept for reflection and meditation.) 

 

Lord God, you have blessed us beyond our wildest imagination; you have given us family, home, 

faith community, work, play and all we need for each day.  

Help us to be truly grateful. 

 

 



It is you, loving God, who breathes life into bodies; 

It is you who calls us into existence. 

 

This Christmas and always draw all people to kneel at the manger 

to gather in wonder with the humble shepherds. 

 

Into Christ’s holy presence, draw your people; 

to greet the Messiah with joyous hearts. 

 

In the comfort of the promised King, 

draw all to sing praises with the angels. 

 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 

In a field, a stable, in our homes and hearts you meet us. Bring healing to the hurt and broken. 

Bring comfort to those who mourn. Bring all to life eternal. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 



Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power  

and the glory,  

Forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN          It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                 ELW #282 

 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

 that glorious song of old, 

 from angels bending near the earth 

 to touch their harps of gold: 

 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

 The world in solemn stillness lay 

 to hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

 with peaceful wings unfurled, 

 and still their heav'nly music floats 

 o'er all the weary world. 

 Above its sad and lowly plains 

 they bend on hov'ring wing, 

 and ever o'er its babel sounds 

 the blessed angels sing. 

 

3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, 

 whose forms are bending low, 

 who toil along the climbing way 

 with painful steps and slow: 

 look now, for glad and golden hours 



 come swiftly on the wing; 

 oh, rest beside the weary road 

 and hear the angels sing! 

 

4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 

 by prophets seen of old, 

 when with the ever-circling years 

 shall come the time foretold, 

 when peace shall over all the earth 

 its ancient splendors fling, 

 and all the world give back the song 

 which now the angels sing. 

 

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

May God our Father fill you with the light of divine love. 

May Jesus, our Emmanuel, bring you assurance he will come again in glory. 

May the Holy Spirit lead you until the dawning of the new day.   

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CAROL            Joy to the World                 ELW #267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 



 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God!               

                                     

POSTLUDE 

 


