Worship Service October 16, 2022

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost L
zionlutheranaberdeen.org =

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 4
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ's encouragement in the gospel

today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table.
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK Nicole Schutter, Mission & Outreach Chair
GATHERING HYMN Our Father, by Whose Name ELW #640
1 Our Father, by whose name

all parenthood is known,

in love divine you claim

each fam'ly as your own.

Bless mothers, fathers, guarding well,
with constant love as sentinel,

the homes in which your people dwell.

2 O Christ, yourself a child
within an earthly home,
with heart still undefiled
to full adulthood come:
our children bless in ev'ry place
that they may all behold your face
and, knowing you, may grow in grace.

3 O Holy Spirit, bind
our hearts in unity
and teach us how to find
the love from self set free;
in all our hearts such love increase
that ev'ry home, by this release,
may be the dwelling place of peace.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our
days. Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.



Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW, pg. 149
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach us to
rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BIBLE PRESENTATIONS & NOISY OFFERING Pastoral Assistant Saundra

PSALM Psalm 121 (read responsively)
1 lift up my eyes to the hills —
from where will my help come?
2My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
3He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
“He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
>The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
*The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
’The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
8The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

4But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it, ">and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are
able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. "®All scripture is inspired by God
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, '’so that
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

'In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with
the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound
doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
desires, “and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. >As for you,
always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8

'Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. ?He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for
people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice
against my opponent.' “For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 'Though | have no
fear of God and no respect for anyone, >yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant
her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming." ®And the Lord said, "Listen
to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him
day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8| tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them.
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jim Holthus
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Jesus, Think on Me ELW #599
1 Lord Jesus, think on me,

and purge away my sin;
from selfish passions set me free
and make me pure within.

2 Lord Jesus, think on me,
by anxious thoughts oppressed;
let me your loving servant be
and taste your promised rest.

3 Lord Jesus, think on me,
nor let me go astray;
through darkness and perplexity
point out your chosen way.

4 Lord Jesus, think on me,
that, when the flood is past,
| may the eternal brightness see
and share your joy at last.

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.

Prayer response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a
gift online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use
the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online.
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OFFERING HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #188
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet
of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LITANY

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify
us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are.
God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord'’s Table.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522

As we gather at your table,

as we listen to your word,

help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;

teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

Turn our worship into witness

in the sacrament of life;

send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;

may we still behold your image

in the world you died to save.



Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us

nor will pride our peace destroy,

as we join with saints and angels

to repeat the sounding joy.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together:

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, + one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Go My Children with My Blessing

1

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you, you are my own.

In my love’s baptismal river

| have made you mine forever.

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what | can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son's story,

here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit's power filled you,

here my tender comfort stilled you.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

ELW #543



