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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by 

translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 

Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in 

remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as 

our own. 

 

PRELUDE                      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence            Albert L. Travis 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS               

 

GATHERING HYMN      Lift High the Cross                  ELW #660 

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 



who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE    This is the Feast             ELW pg. 140 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 

continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us 

to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                               Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING              Jeremiah 18:1-11 
      1The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2“Come, go down to the potter’s house, and 

there I will let you hear my words.” 3So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was 

working at his wheel. 4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 

reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

 5Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this 

potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, 

O house of Israel. 7At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will 

pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, 

turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9And at 

another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant 

it, 10but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the 

good that I had intended to do to it. 11Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and 

devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and 

your doings. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM         Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18                   (cantored by Zach Anderson) 

Refrain: 

 
 

1 O Lord, you search me and you know me. 

You yourself know my resting and my rising; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You mark when I walk or lie down; 

you know all my ways through and through.  Refrain 

 

2 For it was you who formed my inmost being, 

knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I thank you who wonderfully made me; 

how wonderful are your works, 

which my soul knows well!  Refrain 

 

3 My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being fashioned in secret 

and molded in the depths of the earth.  Refrain 

 

SECOND READING              Philemon 1:1-21 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 

soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for 

all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may 

become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed 

received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have 

been refreshed through you, my brother. 

 

 8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I 

would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also 

as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 

become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 

both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep 

him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the 

gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might 

be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you 

for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a 

slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in 

the Lord. 

 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has 

wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing 

this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own 

self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 

Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more 

than I say. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL              Luke 14:25-33 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 26"Whoever 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a 

foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow 

began to build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another 

king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one 

who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far 

away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can 

become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

SERMON                                          Pastor Darrell Golnitz 



HYMN OF THE DAY                A Time to Serve                (to the tune of #781) 

1) Jesus hears his children crying. 

Sees them hungry, lost, and dying; 

Who will comfort all their sorrows? 

Who will brighten their tomorrows? 

 

2) When we aid the poor and lonely,, 

We’re not caring for them only; 

When our love some suff’ring eases, 

We have done the same for Jesus. 

 

3) When we join our Savior’s service, 

He will strengthen and preserve us; 

He will guide our daily living, 

And He’ll bless the love we’re giving. 

 

4) Jesus pleads with us to reach them 

With our gifts of love, and teach them 

That the kindness we are giving 

Is the Chrstian’s way of living 

 

5) Rise and follow!  He will lead us; 

Heed the cries of those who need us! 

And when life has ended for us. 

Heaven’s glories lie before us.   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 

Prayer response:   God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 

all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING          
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN            Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God                   ELW #186 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet 

of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

Please come forward as directed by the ushers. We will commune one side of the sanctuary at a time. Grape juice 

and gluten free wafers are available; please indicate to the server by raising your hand. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN      Lamb of God                   ELW pg. 146 

              Let Us Go Now to the Banquet                 ELW #523 

Refrain 

 Let us go now to the banquet, 

 to the feast of the universe. 

 The table's set and a place is waiting; 

 come, ev'ryone, with your gifts to share. 

 

1 I will rise in the early morning; 

 the community's waiting for me. 

 With a spring in my step I'm walking 

 with my friends and my family.  Refrain 

 

2 God invites all the poor and hungry 

 to the banquet of justice and good 

 where the harvest will not be hoarded 

 so that no one will lack for food.  Refrain 

 

3 May we build such a place among us 

 where all people are equal in love. 

 God has called us to work together 

 and to share ev'rything we have.  Refrain 

 

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 

journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  

Amen. 

 



SENDING HYMN                  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus                  ELW #802 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

 follow his example pure, 

 through a world that would deceive us 

 and to sin our spirits lure. 

 Onward in his footsteps treading, 

 trav'lers here, our home above, 

 full of faith and hope and love, 

 let us do our Savior's bidding. 

 Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

 I shall follow where you guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 

 and with patience bear our cross. 

 Joy will follow all our sadness; 

 where he is there is no loss. 

 Though today we sow no laughter, 

 we shall reap celestial joy: 

 all discomforts that annoy 

 shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

 Jesus, here I share your woe; 

 help me there your joy to know. 

 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

 Since by death he conquered death, 

 he will free us from destruction, 

 give to us immortal breath. 

 Let us mortify all passion 

 that would lead us into sin; 

 and the grave that shuts us in 

 shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

 Jesus, here with you I die, 

 there to live with you on high. 

 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

 He has risen from the dead 

 that to life we may awaken. 

 Jesus, you are now our head, 

 we are your own living members; 

 where you live, there we shall be 

 in your presence constantly, 

 living there with you forever. 

 Jesus, let me faithful be; 

 life eternal grant to me. 

  

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                    Lift High the Cross          John A. Behnke  

             


