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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy 

hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

 

PRELUDE                  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

 

INSTALLATION OF INTERIM PASTOR JIM HOLTHUS    Jena German, Council President 

 

GATHERING SONG             Better is One Day  

How lovely is Your Dwelling place, O Lord almighty.  

For my soul longs and even faints for you.  

For hear my heart is satisfied, within Your presence.  

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. 

 

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere.  

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

 

One thing I ask and I would seek, to see Your beauty.   

To find You in the place Your glory dwells. 

One thing I ask and I would seek, to see Your beauty.  

To find You in the place Your glory dwells. 

 

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere.  

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

 

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere.  

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

 

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere.  

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house,  

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

 

CONFESSING OUR SINS AND HEARING GOOD NEWS   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 



God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE      Mercy 

Mercy, mercy Lord, 

Your mercy is how we are restored. 

Mercy, O mercy Lord,  

Help us to show Your mercy Lord. 

 

You have been patient with our offenses. 

You have forgiven all of our sins. 

We were deserving only Your judgment, 

But Your great mercy triumphed again. 

 

Mercy, mercy Lord, 

Your mercy is how we are restored. 

Mercy, O mercy Lord,  

Help us to show Your mercy Lord. 

 

Lord, You have taught us, love one another. 

As You have loved us, so we must love. 

Always forbearing, always forgiving. 

Showing to others the mercy we’ve known. 

 

Mercy, mercy Lord, 

Your mercy is how we are restored. 

Mercy, O mercy Lord,  

Help us to show Your mercy Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go 

astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you 

and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 



INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS                     Pastor Jim 

 

KIDS’ TIME & NOISY OFFERING                          Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING            Exodus 32:7-14 
7The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 

the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!'" 9The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 

me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 

will make a great nation." 
11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn 

hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out to 

kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your 

fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 

them, 'I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 

promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'" 14And the LORD 

changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING           1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 

faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 

Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners — of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that 

in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 

to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA               Glory Hallelujah 

Glory, Glory, Glory Hallelujah! 

Glory, Gloria 

Oh..Glory, Glory, Glory Hallelujah. 

Glory, Gloria! 

 

Glory, Glory, Glory Hallelujah! 

Glory, Gloria 

Oh..Glory, Glory, Glory Hallelujah. 

Glory, Gloria! 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL         Luke 15:1-10 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats 

with them." 
3So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 



finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
8Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 

the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10Just 

so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

SERMON                                       Pastor Jim Holthus 

 

SONG OF THE DAY           Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound. 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found. 

Was blind but now I see. 

  

T’was Grace that taught my heart to fear 

And Grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear, 

The hour I first believed. 

  

My chains are gone, I've been set free. 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood his mercy reigns; 

Unending love, amazing grace. 

  

The Lord has promised good to me. 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

  

My chains are gone, I've been set free. 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood his mercy reigns; 

Unending love, amazing grace. 

  

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow. 

The sun forbear to shine. 

But God who called me hear below, 

Will be forever mine. 

Will be forever mine. 

Will be forever mine. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 

all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING         
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING SONG     Create in Me 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence,  

And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation. 

And uphold me with your free spirit. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray together: 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet 

of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table 

for all. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                        

                                                   



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

Please come forward as directed by the ushers. We will commune one side of the sanctuary at a time. Grape juice 

and gluten free wafers are available; please indicate to the server by raising your hand. 

 

COMMUNION SONG    He Knows My Name 

I have a Maker, He formed my heart. 

Before even time began, my life was in His hands. 

He knows my name, He knows my every thought. 

He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 

 

I have a Father, He calls me His own. 

He’ll never leave me, no matter where I go. 

He knows my name, He knows my every thought. 

He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 

 

He knows my name, He knows my every thought. 

He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 

And hears me when I call, and hears me when I call. 

 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 

journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG              Rise Up and Praise Him 

Let the heavens rejoice.  Let the earth be glad. 

Let the people of God sing His praise all over the land. 

Everyone in the valley come and lift your voice. 

All those on the mountaintop, be glad and shout for joy. 

 

Rise up and praise Him, He deserves our love. 

Rise up and praise Him, worship the holy one. 

With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your might 

Rise up and praise Him. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice.  Let the earth be glad. 

Let the people of God sing His praise all over the land. 

Everyone in the valley come and lift your voice. 

All those on the mountaintop, be glad and shout for joy. 

 

Rise up and praise Him, He deserves our love. 

Rise up and praise Him, worship the holy one. 

With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your might, 

Rise up and praise Him. 

 

Rise up and praise Him, he deserves our love. 

Rise up and praise Him, worship the holy one. 

With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your might, 

Rise up and praise Him. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                 

 


