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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of 

faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the 

blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. 

Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

PRELUDE                  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

  

GATHERING HYMN        Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now                   ELW #527 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 

 our hearts in true devotion bow. 

 Your Spirit send with light divine, 

 and let your truth within us shine. 

 

2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise 

 in endless hymns through all our days; 

 increase our faith and light our minds; 

 and set us free from doubt that blinds. 

 

3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 

 "O holy, holy Lord Most High!" 

 And in the light of that blest place 

 we then shall see you face to face. 

 

4 All glory to the Father, Son, 

 and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

 To you, O blessed Trinity, 

 be praise throughout eternity! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our 

days. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

 

 



Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE             Praise the Lord! O Heavens                 ELW #823 

1 Praise the Lord! O heav'ns, adore him; 

 praise him, angels, in the height; 

 sun and moon, rejoice before him; 

 praise him, gleaming stars and light. 

 Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; 

 worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 

 laws which never shall be broken 

 for their guidance he has made. 

 

2 Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; 

 never shall his promise fail. 

 God has made his saints victorious; 

 sin and death shall not prevail. 

 Praise the God of our salvation; 

 hosts on high, his pow'r proclaim; 

 heav'n and earth, and all creation, 

 laud and magnify his name! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. 

When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them 

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                                           Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

PSALM         Psalm 37:1-9               (read responsively) 

 1Do not fret because of the wicked; 

  do not be envious of wrongdoers, 

 2for they will soon fade like the grass, 

  and wither like the green herb. 

 3Trust in the LORD, and do good; 

  so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 

 4Take delight in the LORD, 

  and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 5Commit your way to the LORD; 

  trust in him, and he will act. 

 6He will make your vindication shine like the light, 

  and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

 7Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; 

  do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 

  over those who carry out evil devices. 

 8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 

  Do not fret — it leads only to evil. 



 9For the wicked shall be cut off, 

  but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 

 

SECOND READING            2 Timothy 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus, 
2To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3I am grateful to God — whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did — 

when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see 

you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 

your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason 

I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for 

God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-

discipline. 
8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 

with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us 

with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This 

grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed 

through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle 

and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in 

whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have 

entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the 

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help 

of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL           Luke 17:5-10 
5The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6The Lord replied, "If you had faith the size of 

a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it 

would obey you. 
7Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 

sheep in the field, 'Come here at once and take your place at the table'? 8Would you not rather 

say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later 

you may eat and drink'? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, 

when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless slaves; we have 

done only what we ought to have done!'" 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    



SERMON                                           Pastor Jim Holthus 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Lead Me, Guide Me         ELW #768       

Refrain 

Lead me, guide me, along the way; 

for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 

Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

1 I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r 

to help me over my weakest hour. 

Help me through the darkness thy face to see. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

 

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 

be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 

I am putting all my trust in thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

 

3  I am lost if you take your hand from me, 

I am blind without thy light to see. 

Lord, just always let me thy servant be. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

  

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 

Prayer response:   God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 

all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING            
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN       O Master, Let Me Walk with You                  ELW #818 

1 O Master, let me walk with you 

 in lowly paths of service true; 

 tell me your secret; help me bear 

 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

2 Help me the slow of heart to move 

 by some clear, winning word of love; 

 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

 and guide them in the homeward way. 

 

3 Teach me your patience; share with me 

 a closer, dearer company, 

 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 

 

4 In hope that sends a shining ray 

 far down the future's broad'ning way, 

 in peace that only you can give; 

 with you, O Master, let me live. 

      

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together: 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet 

of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table 

for all. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

LITANY 

Each of us is broken by sin and less than God has created us to be, but this does not disqualify 

us from being touched by God and serving God in any capacity, large or small, broken as we are. 

God uses broken things. It takes broken clouds to give rain, broken ground to give grain, broken 

grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper bringing to us 

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. 

COMMUNION HYMN          Lamb of God            (ELW, pg. 154) 

 
                                                        Come, Let Us Eat            ELW #491 

1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread, 

 come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

 Our Lord's body let us take together, 

 our Lord's body let us take together. 

 

2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured, 

 come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured. 

 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together, 

 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together. 

 

3 In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest, 

 in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest. 

 In the presence of our Lord we gather, 

 in the presence of our Lord we gather. 

 

4 Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word, 

 rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word. 

 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom, 

 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom. 



BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 

journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN               My Faith Looks Up to Thee                   ELW #759 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

 thou Lamb of Calvary, 

 Savior divine! 

 Now hear me while I pray, 

 take all my guilt away, 

 oh, let me from this day 

 be wholly thine! 

 

2 May thy rich grace impart 

 strength to my fainting heart, 

 my zeal inspire; 

 as thou hast died for me, 

 oh, may my love to thee 

 pure, warm, and changeless be, 

 a living fire! 

 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 

 and griefs around me spread, 

 be thou my guide; 

 bid darkness turn to day, 

 wipe sorrow's tears away, 

 nor let me ever stray 

 from thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life's transient dream, 

 when death's cold, sullen stream 

 shall o'er me roll; 

 blest Savior, then, in love 

 fear and distrust remove; 

 oh, bear me safe above, 

 a ransomed soul! 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE            


