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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to 

freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. 

This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the 

fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 

 

PRELUDE                                         More Love, More Power 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              

 

GATHERING SONG                   Come, Now is the Time to Worship 

Come, now is the time to worship; 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship; 

Come, just as you are before your God, come. 

 

One day ev’ry tongue will confess You are God, 

One day ev’ry knee will bow; 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those who gladly choose You now. 

 

Come, now is the time to worship; 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship; 

Come, just as you are before your God, come. 

 

One day ev’ry tongue will confess You are God, 

One day ev’ry knee will bow; 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those who gladly choose You now. 

 

Come, now is the time to worship; 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship; 

Come, just as you are before your God, come. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 

Save us from ourselves 



and free us to love our neighbors. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE             Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                 ELW #517 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

 curb those who by deceit or sword 

 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

 and bring to naught all he has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

 for you are Lord of lords alone; 

 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. 

Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may 

steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                                 Pastor Heidi  

 

FIRST READING                1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
15Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi 

as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 

your place. 

 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were 

twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw 

his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 

mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done 

to you?” 21He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using 

the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then 

he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



PSALM                              Psalm 16    (read responsively) 

 1Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

 2I say to the LORD, "You are my LORD; 

  I have no good apart from you." 

 3As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 

  in whom is all my delight. 

 4Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 

  their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

  or take their names upon my lips. 

 5The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 

  you hold my lot. 

 6The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

  I have a goodly heritage. 

 7I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

  in the night also my heart instructs me. 

 8I keep the LORD always before me; 

  because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 

  my body also rests secure. 

 10For you do not give me up to Sheol, 

  or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

 11You show me the path of life. 

  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

  in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

SECOND READING                      Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
       1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 

of slavery. 

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole 

law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, 

however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 

another. 

 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh 

desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are 

opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 

impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 

dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as 

I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the 

Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA                           Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 



The holy gospel according to Luke, the ninth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL               Luke 9:51-62 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 

Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set 

toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked 

them. 56Then they went on to another village. 

  57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 

go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let 

me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for 

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first 

say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                            Pastor Heidi Youngquist                                        

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Will You Come and Follow Me                  ELW #798              

1 "Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you go where you don't know 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 

 will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown 

 in you and you in me? 

 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you care for cruel and kind 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare, 

 should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer pray'r 

 in you and you in me? 

 

3 "Will you let the blinded see 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you set the pris'ners free 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you kiss the leper clean, 

 and do such as this unseen, 

 and admit to what I mean 

 in you and you in me? 

 

4 "Will you love the you you hide 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you've found 

 to reshape the world around, 



 through my sight and touch and sound 

 in you and you in me?" 

 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 

 when you but call my name. 

 Let me turn and follow you 

 and never be the same. 

 In your company I'll go 

 where your love and footsteps show. 

 Thus I'll move and live and grow 

 in you and you in me. 

    

HOLY BAPTISM                                    Jayden Elijah Holler 

 

BAPTISM SONG       “You Belong to Christ”                       ELW #212 

        (sing twice) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need. 

 

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-giving love, 

may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous storms, 

bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and livelihoods 

threatened by climate disasters. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above self-

promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect refugees and all 

who live under tyranny or conflict. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of kindness, uphold those who grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, 

hungry, or have nowhere to lay their heads. Reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or 

dying, especially Lester, Carson, Deb, Duane, Connie, Jerry, Rod, Beth, Harold, Esther, Don, and 

all those we now name silently or aloud.  [PAUSE AND COUNT TO 5] God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled anger. 

Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that they may rest 

in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these 

spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen. 

 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “God’s peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

 

OFFERING           
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING SONG           Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks, give thanks, give thanks! 

      

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together: 

O Lord God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who  

sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN             O Jesus, I Have Promised              ELW #810 

 1 O Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 remain forever near me, 

 my master and my friend. 

 I shall not fear the battle 

 if you are by my side, 

 nor wander from the pathway 

 if you will be my guide. 

 

2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 

 the world is ever near. 

 I see the sights that dazzle, 

 the tempting sounds I hear. 

 My foes are ever near me, 

 around me and within; 

 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 

 to shield my soul from sin. 

 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 

 in accents clear and still 

 above the storms of passion, 

 the murmurs of self-will. 

 Now speak to reassure me, 

 to hasten or control; 

 now speak and make me listen, 

 O Guardian of my soul. 

 

4 O Jesus, you have promised 

 to all who follow you 

 that where you are in glory 

 your servant shall be too. 

 And Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 oh, give me grace to follow, 

 my master and my friend. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

Thanks be to God.    

                                                          

POSTLUDE                                  Holy, Holy, Holy                               Ashford 

 


