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Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Fourth Sunday in Easter
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

Mark Galbraith, Interim Pastor

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for
Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. [t
is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and 1 will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Praise the Lord! O Heavens ELW #823
(please stand on the last verse)
1 Praise the Lord! O heav'ns, adore him;

praise him, angels, in the height;
sun and moon, rejoice before him;
praise him, gleaming stars and light.
Praise the Lord, for he has spoken;
worlds his mighty voice obeyed;
laws which never shall be broken
for their guidance he has made.

2 Praise the Lord, for he is gracious;
never shall his promise fail.
God has made his saints victorious;
sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation;
hosts on high, his pow'r proclaim;
heav'n and earth, and all creation,
laud and magnify his name!

INVOCATION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power
of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

GLORY TO GOD

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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For you a-lone are the Ho - ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,

!
|

I ¥ I I I I I

O
it

i I — ::Q/_\P_li i ——
w j ! | — T ——— — = —
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

KIDS' TIME, RECOGNITION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, & NOISY OFFERING



FIRST READING Acts 9:36-43

3Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 3’At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 3Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come
to us without delay." 3°So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 'He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. #*This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. “*Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23 (read responsively)
'The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name's sake.
“Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff —
they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

SECOND READING Revelation 7:9-17
After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
""And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, '?singing,

"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?" 'l said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These
are they who have come out of the great ordeal ;they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.

15For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.

'®They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,



nor any scorching heat;

7for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 10:22-30

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, >and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ?*So the Jews gathered around him
and said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly." ?°Jesus answered, "l have told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in my
Father's name testify to me; 2°but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep. 2’My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me. %8| give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2What my Father has given
me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. *°The Father and |
are one."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Mark Galbraith

HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW #502
1 The King of love my shepherd is,

whose goodness faileth never;

| nothing lack if I am his

and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4 In death's dark vale | fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.



5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may | sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Jesus the Messiah. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,

people in need, and all of creation.

Prayer response: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift
online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. E . .

k
OFFERING HYMN Have No Fear Little Flock ELW #764
1 Have no fear, little flock;

have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

2 Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

3 Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!

4 Thankful hearts raise to God,;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb together in your peaceable reign, and you
welcome us all in your presence. Reach out to us in this time, and show us your wounded and
risen body, that we may believe and be saved in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

BENEDICTION

God, the Author of life,

Christ, the living Cornerstone,

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW #789
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;

much we need your tender care.

In your pleasant pastures feed us,

for our use your fold prepare.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

you have bought us; we are yours.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

you have bought us; we are yours.



2 We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.

3 You have promised to receive us,
poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.

4 Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

SENDING WORDS
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



