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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a 

vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that 

surpasses human understanding and power beyond human imagination. 

 

PRELUDE                         

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING HYMN                     In Heaven Above                ELW #630 

1 In heav'n above, in heav'n above, 

 where God our Father dwells: 

 how boundless there the blessedness! 

 No tongue its greatness tells. 

 There face to face, and full and free, 

 the ever-living God we see, 

 our God, the Lord of hosts! 

 

2 In heav'n above, in heav'n above, 

 what glory deep and bright! 

 The splendor of the noonday sun 

 grows pale before its light. 

 The mighty sun that goes not down, 

 before whose face clouds never frown, 

 is God, the Lord of hosts! 

 

3 In heav'n above, in heav'n above, 

 no tears of pain are shed, 

 for nothing there can fade or die; 

 life's fullness round is spread, 

 and like an ocean, joy o'erflows, 

 and with immortal mercy glows 

 our God, the Lord of hosts! 

 

4 In heav'n above, in heav'n above, 

 God has a joy prepared, 

 which mortal ear has never heard, 

 nor mortal vision shared, 

 which never entered mortal thought, 

 in mortal dreams was never sought, 

 O God, the Lord of hosts! 

 

INVOCATION  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 



your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness  

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession. 

 

Gracious God,  

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power 

of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

SONG OF PRAISE             Holy, Holy, Holy         ELW #413 

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

 which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

 though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

 perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 

 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree 

of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and 

the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

KID’S TIME                      Pastoral Assistant Saundra 

 

FIRST READING       Acts 16:9-15 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 

and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 10When he had seen the vision, we 

immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 

proclaim the good news to them. 

 



11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside 

the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 

spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of 

God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 

opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household 

were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and 

stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                              Psalm 67                              (read responsively) 

 1May God be gracious to us and bless us 

  and make his face to shine upon us, 

 2that your way may be known upon earth, 

  your saving power among all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity 

  and guide the nations upon earth. 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has yielded its increase; 

  God, our God, has blessed us. 

 7May God continue to bless us; 

  let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

SECOND READING     Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

  22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 

Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, 

and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 

their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26People 

will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor 

anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s 

book of life. 

  22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side 

of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any 

more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 

him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more 

night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 



The holy gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL           John 15:1-8 
1I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 

as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                           Pastor Mark Galbraith 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind                 ELW #400 

1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind, 

as on Pentecost descend! 

Drive us out from sheltered comfort; 

past these walls your people send! 

Sweep us into costly service, 

there with Christ to bear the cross, 

there with Christ to bear the cross! 

 

2 God of blazing, God of burning, 

all that blocks your purpose, purge! 

Through your church, Christ's living Body, 

let your flaming Spirit surge! 

Where deceit conceals injustice, 

kindle us to speak your truth, 

kindle us to speak your truth! 

 

3 God of earthquake, God of thunder, 

shake us loose from lethargy! 

Break the chains of sin asunder, 

for earth's healing set us free! 

Crumble walls that still divide us; 

make us one in Christ our Lord, 

make us one in Christ our Lord! 

 

4 God of passion, God unsleeping, 

stir in us love's restlessness! 

Where the people cry in anguish, 

may we share your heart's distress. 

Rouse us from content with evil; 

claim us for your kingdom's work, 

claim us for your kingdom's work! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 

people in need, and all of creation. 

Prayer response:   God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                    

OFFERING    
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN         Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us   Organ piece 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together: 

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb together in your peaceable reign, and you 

welcome us all in your presence. Reach out to us in this time, and show us your wounded and 

risen body, that we may believe and be saved in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us 

to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

 



For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                 What a Friends We Have in Jesus          ELW #742 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

 all our sins and griefs to bear! 

 What a privilege to carry 

 ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

 all because we do not carry 

 ev'rything to God in prayer! 

  

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

 Is there trouble anywhere? 

 We should never be discouraged-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Can we find a friend so faithful 

 who will all our sorrows share? 

 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

 cumbered with a load of care? 

 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

 you will find a solace there. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 

                                                             

POSTLUDE                             

 


