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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                “Create in Me”                W&P #34 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open 

our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the 

extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE                     John 18:28-38 
 28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the morning. 

They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able 

to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring 

against this man?" 30They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed 

him over to you." 31Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your 

law." The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." 32(This was to fulfill what 

Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

 33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you 

the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 

about me?" 35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

handed you over to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this 



world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from 

being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So 

you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 

came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice." 38Pilate asked him, "What is truth?" 

  

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case against him. 

 

MESSAGE               “The Witness of Pontius Pilate”                                                     

 

HYMN                                     “Oh Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                   ELW #351            

1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, 

what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2 How pale thou art with anguish, 

 with sore abuse and scorn; 

 how does thy face now languish, 

 which once was bright as morn! 

 Thy grief and bitter passion 

 were all for sinners' gain; 

 mine, mine was the transgression, 

 but thine the deadly pain. 

 

3 What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 

thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, 

and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never 

outlive my love to thee. 

 

4 Lord, be my consolation; 

shield me when I must die; 

remind me of thy passion 

when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 

for all who die believing 

die safely in thy love. 

 

PRAYERS           “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                  ELW #752 

We will begin by singing “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”, and we will repeat it after each 

prayer petition. 

 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to: 

walk in boldness, as a beloved child of ☩ God 

walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High 

walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you.  

Amen. 

 


