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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is 

revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word 

existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to 

dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the 

bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

 

PRELUDE                                   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING HYMN                        Of the Father’s Love Begotten               ELW #295 

1 Of the Father's love begotten 

 ere the worlds began to be, 

 he is Alpha and Omega, 

 he the source, the ending he, 

 of the things that are, that have been, 

 and that future years shall see, 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

 when the virgin, full of grace, 

 by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

 bore the Savior of our race, 

 and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

 first revealed his sacred face, 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

3 This is he whom seers in old time 

 chanted of with one accord, 

 whom the voices of the prophets 

 promised in their faithful word; 

 now he shines, the long-expected; 

 let creation praise its Lord 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

4 Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

 angel hosts, his praises sing; 

 pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

 and extol our God and King; 

 let no tongue on earth be silent, 

 ev'ry voice in concert ring 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

5 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

 and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

 hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

 and unwearied praises be: 

 honor, glory, and dominion, 

 and eternal victory 

 evermore and evermore! Amen. 



INVOCATION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession. 

 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together:  

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 

empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

KIDS’ TIME                         Pastoral Assistant Saundra      

                   

FIRST READING               Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 7For thus says the LORD: 

  Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

  proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  "Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel." 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

  among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

  I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

  for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 



 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

  say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

  over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

  their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

  I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the LORD. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING       Ephesians 1: 3-14 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 

grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ 

we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 

who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to 

set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with 

the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as 

God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL           Matthew 2:13-23 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and 

his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my 

son." 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and 

killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 

the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah: 

  18"A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 

  Rachel weeping for her children; 

  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, 20Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 

were seeking the child's life are dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and 

went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of 

his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 

the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 

been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                                                                   Pastor Mark Galbraith 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    We Three Kings        WOV # 646 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 

 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star. 

 

Refrain 

 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

 star with royal beauty bright; 

 westward leading, still proceeding, 

 guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 

 gold I bring to crown him again; 

 king forever, ceasing never, 

 over us all to reign.  Refrain 

 

3 Frankincense to offer have I; 

 incense owns a deity nigh; 

 prayer and praising, gladly raising, 

 worshiping God Most High.  Refrain 

 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

 sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  Refrain 

 

 

 



5 Glorious now behold him arise, 

 King and God and Sacrifice; 

 heav’n sings alleluia: 

 alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Jesus the Messiah. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Prayer response:   Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of 

your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                    

OFFERING         
Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the sanctuary to drop 

off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online at 

zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR code 

scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING             The King of Us All               Jill Galinna 

Zach & Saundra Anderson 

     

OFFERING PRAYER     

Let us pray together: 

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and 

these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 

the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  



The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
                                                    

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                 Word of God, Come Down to Earth                  ELW #510 

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 

 living rain from heav'n descending; 

 touch our hearts and bring to birth 

 faith and hope and love unending. 

 Word almighty, we revere you; 

 Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

2 Word eternal, throned on high, 

 Word that brought to life creation, 

 Word that came from heav'n to die, 

 crucified for our salvation, 

 saving Word, the world restoring, 

 speak to us, your love outpouring. 

 

3 Word that speaks God's tender love, 

 one with God beyond all telling, 

 Word that sends us from above 

 God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

 Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 

 Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

 

 

 



BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray together: 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we 

have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                 O Come, All Ye Faithful                ELW #283 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, 

 born the king of angels: 

 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

 

2 The highest, most holy, 

 light of light eternal, 

 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

 Son of the Father 

 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

 sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God 

 in the highest:  Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

 born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

 Word of the Father, 

 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God!  

                                                             

POSTLUDE                             
 


