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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy 

Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor 

with God and humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a 

savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

Amen. 

 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN           O Come, All Ye Faithful         ELW #283 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, 

 born the king of angels: 

 

Refrain 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 



2 The highest, most holy, 

 light of light eternal, 

 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

 Son of the Father 

 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

 sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God 

 in the highest:  Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

 born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

 Word of the Father, 

 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of 

your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live 

continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LESSON #1        Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more. 

 

LESSON  #2                 Luke 2:1-20 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 



this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

CAROL         Silent Night, Holy Night         ELW #281 

1 All is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace, 

 sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 glories stream from heaven afar, 

 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love's pure light 

 radiant beams from your holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

LESSON  #3           Matthew 2:1-12 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

  6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for 

the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

CAROL             Away in a Manger         ELW #277 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 



3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

LESSON  #4              Luke 2:41-52 
 41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was 

ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did 

not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then 

they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they 

returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers.  

 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, 

why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

anxiety." 49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down 

with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 

things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

CAROL            What Child is This?         ELW #296 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 This, this is Christ the king, 

 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate 

 where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

 the cross be borne for me, for you; 

 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; 

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 

 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

LESSON  #5                   Colossians 3:12-17 
12As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 

the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 



one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

CAROL          Infant Holy, Infant Lowly        ELW #276 

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 

 for his bed a cattle stall; 

 oxen lowing, little knowing 

 Christ the child is Lord of all. 

 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 

 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

 Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 

 vigil till the morning new 

 saw the glory, heard the story, 

 tidings of a gospel true. 

 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 

 praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

 Christ the child was born for you! 

 Christ the child was born for you! 

 

LESSON  #6              Hebrew 4:14-16, 12:1-2 
 14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 

the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been 

tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 

that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 

seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

CAROL               Angels We Have Heard on High        ELW #289 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, 

 echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 

 What the gladsome tidings be 

 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see  

 him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee 

 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED  (please stand) 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Prayer response:     Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of 

your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                    

OFFERING                    

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the 

QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and 

these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer and renew in us the song of 

your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                              

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

through ☩ Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                              Joy to the World         ELW #267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior! 

Thanks be to God. 

                                                             

POSTLUDE                                                 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 


