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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent 

song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that 

Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which 

the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 

 

PRELUDE                        It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                  Richard Willis         

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & KIDS TIME                 Stanek Family 

 

O house of David, come, 

let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen. 

 

HYMN        Light the Candle to Watch for the Messiah        ELW #240 

                 Vs. 1, 2, 3, 4 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 

 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 

 

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

 for the King of glory. 

 

4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

 Let your lights be shining! 

 

INVOCATION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 

Silence for reflection and personal confession. 

 



God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another,  

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

HYMN OF PRAISE            Blessed Be the God of Israel                    ELW #250 

1 Blessed be the God of Israel 

 who comes to set us free 

 and raises up new hope for us: 

 a Branch from David’s tree. 

 So have the prophets long declared  

 that with a mighty arm 

 God would turn back our enemies  

 and all who wish us harm. 

 

2 With promised mercy will God still 

 the covenant recall, 

 the oath once sworn to Abraham, 

 from foes to save us all; 

 that we might worship without fear 

 and offer lives of praise, 

 in holiness and righteousness 

 to serve God all our days. 

 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 

 you will prepare the way, 

 to tell God’s people they are saved  

 from sin’s eternal sway. 

 Then shall God’s mercy from on high 

 shine forth and never cease 

 to drive away the gloom of death 

 and lead us into peace. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 



the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
FIRST READING     Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

  from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

  whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

  then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5and he shall be the one of peace. 

  If the Assyrians come into our land 

  and tread upon our soil, 

  we will raise against them seven shepherds 

  and eight installed as rulers. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING            Hebrew 10:5-10 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

  "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me)." 
8When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 

and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, 

"See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it 

is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  O Come, O Come Emmanuel                             ELW #257 

               Vs. 7 & 8 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 

 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 

 



The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL          Luke 1: 39-45 [46-55] 
 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 

heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 

of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 

me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 

joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 

her by the Lord." 
  46And Mary said, 

  "My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

  48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

  49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

  50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

  51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

  52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

  53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

  54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

  55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                                                    Pastor Mark Galbraith 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly                 WOV #634  

1 Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, 

 virgin mother, wise and mild. 

 Sing of God’s own Son most holy, 

 who became her little child. 

 Fairest child of fairest mother, 

 God the Lord who came to earth, 

 Word made flesh, our very brother, 

 takes our nature by his birth. 

 

2 Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, 

 in the home at Nazareth. 

 Toil and labor cannot weary 

 love enduring unto death. 

 Constant was the love he gave her, 

 though he went forth from her side, 

 forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, 

 till on Calvary he died. 

 

3 Glory be to God the Father; 



 glory be to God the Son; 

 glory be to God the Spirit; 

 glory to the Three in One. 

 From the heart of blessed Mary, 

 from all saints the song ascends, 

 and the church the strain reechoes 

 unto earth’s remotest ends. 

  

HOLY BAPTISM & WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS                  Stanek Family 

 

BAPTISM SONG               You Belong to Christ                                 ELW #212 

           (sing twice) 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 

presence. 

 

Prayer response:   Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 

those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                    

OFFERING  

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the 

QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING           We Are Waiting for Jesus                           John Helgen 

            Zion Men’s Vocal Group 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together: 

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of 

all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this time, through Christ Jesus, our 

pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 



and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                            Love Has Come         ELW #292 

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

2     Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

3 Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God!  

                                                             

POSTLUDE            Fanfare on Hark! The Herald Angels Sing            Robert A. Hobby           
 


