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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary's magnificent
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that
Christ's advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which
the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—"we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & KIDS TIME Kolb Family

O house of David, come,
let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen.

HYMN Light the Candle to Watch for the Messiah ELW #240
Vs.1,2,3,4
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway
for the King of glory.

4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings.
Let your lights be shining!

CONFESSING OUR SINS AND HEARING GOOD NEWS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

Silence for reflection and personal confession.



God for whom we wait,

in the presence of one another,

we confess our sin before you.

We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.

We forget that we are your children

and turn away from your love.

Forgive us, Blessed One,

and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,

+ your sins are forgiven.

You are children of the Most High,

inheritors of the eternal promise,

and recipients of divine mercy.

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE 0, Come All Ye Faithful
1 O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come and behold him,

born the king of angels:

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

2 The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
in the highest: Refrain

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing: Refrain



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM (part 1) Zion Sunday School

OFFERING SONG Christmas Offering

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star

While angels sang to lowly shepherds

Three wise men seeking truth, they traveled from afar

Hoping to find the child from heaven

And falling on their knees they bow before the humble Prince of Peace

| bring an offering of worship to my King

No one on earth deserves the praises that | sing
Jesus, may you receive the honor that you're due
O Lord, | bring an offering to you

The sun cannot compare to the glory of your love

There is no shadow in your presence

No mortal man would dare to stand before your throne

Before the Holy One of heaven

It's only by Your blood, it's only through Your mercy Lord, | come

| bring an offering of worship to my King

No one on earth deserves the praises that | sing
Jesus, may you receive the honor that you're due
O Lord, | bring an offering to you

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together:

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of
all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this time, through Christ Jesus, our
pathway and our peace. Amen.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM (part 2) Zion Sunday School

APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us His people through our Baptim into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith in the Triune God.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.

Prayers of Intercession

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Joy to the World
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king;

let ev'ry heart prepare him room

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,



far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. Christ is near.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



