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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. 

The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The 

coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause 

for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent. 

 

PRELUDE                                      Advent Favorite            

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & KIDS’ TIME                              Bretsch Family 

 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, 

let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into Zion with singing. Amen. 

 

HYMN    Light the Candle to Watch for the Messiah                  ELW #240 

Vs. 1, 2, 3 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 

 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 

 

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

 for the King of glory. 

 

INVOCATION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed by the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 

Silence for reflection and personal confession. 

 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 



We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

KYRIE  (ELW, p. 156)                      



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, 

that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

FIRST READING     Isaiah 60:1-7 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

  but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

  your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

  because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

  They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 



 7All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, 

  the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; 

  they shall be acceptable on my altar, 

  and I will glorify my glorious house. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING   Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of 

my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I 

am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion 

by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 

me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 

the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 

the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 

more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 

of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                 O Come, O Come Emmanuel                             ELW #257 

                         Vs. 5 & 6 

5 O come, O Key of David, come, 

 and open wide our heav'nly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  Refrain 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL        Matthew 1:18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 

you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

  23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had 

no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 



SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Mark Galbraith            

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn         ELW #242 

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  

 for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  

 behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, 

 to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door  

 and lives now inside us forever. 

 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  

 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

 his humble song is quiet and near,  

 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

 music to heal the broken soul  

 and hymns of lovingkindness, 

 the thunder of his anthems roll  

 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,  

 when all the world is despairing, 

 as morning light so quiet and free,  

 so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  

 the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 the weak be raised above the strong,  

 and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  

 though dark the winter and cheerless, 

 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  

 be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer  

 and love our endless story; 

 may God fill ev'ry day we share  

 and bring us at last into glory. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Jesus the Messiah. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 



the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 

presence. 

Prayer response:   Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 

those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 

  

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                    

OFFERING                   

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online at 

zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR 

code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING HYMN                                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  ELW #254  

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us; 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art, 

 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child, and yet a king; 

 born to reign in us forever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together: 

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of 

all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this time, through Christ Jesus, our 

pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                              

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, through ☩ Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                          Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                      ELW #244           

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

 and let your lights appear; 

 the evening is advancing, 

 and darker night is near. 

 The bridegroom is arising 

 and soon is drawing nigh. 

 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

 at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain 

 proclaim the bridegroom near; 

 go forth as he approaches 

 with alleluias clear. 

 The marriage feast is waiting; 

 the gates wide open stand. 

 Arise, O heirs of glory; 

 the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience 

 their cross and suff'rings bore, 

 shall live and reign forever 

 when sorrow is no more. 

 Around the throne of glory 

 the Lamb they shall behold; 

 in triumph cast before him 

 their diadems of gold. 

 

4 Our hope and expectation, 

 O Jesus, now appear; 

 arise, O Sun so longed for, 

 o'er this benighted sphere. 

 With hearts and hands uplifted, 

 we plead, O Lord, to see 

 the day of earth's redemption 

 that sets your people free! 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

                                                             

POSTLUDE                                 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers          Aaron David Miller                 


