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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be 

reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of 

God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 

freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship 

and mission. 

 

PRELUDE                               Variations on Erhalt Uns, Herr      

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING HYMN                     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                           ELW #504 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

 God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

 they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; 

 in battle we'll engage! 

 His might is doomed to fail; 

 God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 



INVOCATION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

Silence for reflection and personal confession 

 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                            We Will Glorify 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Together, let us pray:   

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



KIDS’ TIME                                                Pastor Mark 

 
FIRST READING        Jeremiah 31:31-34   

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God.       

                                                                             

PSALM        Psalm 46                (read responsively) 
1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

  though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

 3though its waters roar and foam, 

  though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High.   

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

  God will help it when the morning dawns. 

 6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

  he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 8Come, behold the works of the LORD; 

  see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

  he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

  he burns the shields with fire. 

 10"Be still, and know that I am God! 

  I am exalted among the nations, 

  I am exalted in the earth." 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

SECOND READING             Galatians 2:15-17 
15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know that a person is 

justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to 

believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works 

of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17But if, in our effort to be 

justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? 

Certainly not! 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                Thy Word  

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still you’re there right beside me, 



And nothing will I fear as long as you are near. 

Please be near me to the end. 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 

I will not forget your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your side, 

And I will love you to the end. 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path, 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL      John 8:31-36  
31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They 

answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 

do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 
34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

  

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Mark Galbraith            

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                       ELW #517 

 (please stand on the last verse) 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

 curb those who by deceit or sword 

 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

 and bring to naught all he has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

 for you are Lord of lords alone; 

 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,                                                            

born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.       

                                                        

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of God’s 

creation. 

 

Prayer response:   Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

                                                             

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands, through Jesus 

Christ, our truth and life. Amen. 

                                                                

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                                      

OFFERING           

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the 

QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

                                                                  

OFFERING HYMN                   God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage              ELW #509 

 God's word is our great heritage 

 and shall be ours forever; 

 to spread its light from age to age 

 shall be our chief endeavor. 

 Through life it guides our way; 

 in death it is our stay. 

 Lord, grant while time shall last 

 your church may hold it fast 

 throughout all generations. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Together, let us pray: 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to 

nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to 

pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

           thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                         



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

                                                                  

STEWARDSHIP TEMPLE TALK                                                     Kathy Heffernan  

                                                                   

BENEDICTION  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                     Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil                   ELW #512 

              (Sung 3 times) 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God!  

                                                             

POSTLUDE                        Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott                Johann Pachelbel       
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