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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life 

is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus 

looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all 

you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find life by 

consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake 

of the other. 

 

PRELUDE                          Beautiful Savior            Dale Wood 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING HYMN         Jesus on the Mountain Peak                             ELW #317 

 

 

INVOCATION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 

whose love is endless. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 



We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you.    

 

HYMN OF PRAISE        Create in Me 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence,  

And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation. 

And uphold me with your free spirit. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence,  

And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation. 

And uphold me with your free spirit. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

                                                         

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind 

and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive 

the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

KIDS’ TIME                                Ministry to Children 

 

FIRST READING         Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

 6Seek the Lord and live, 

  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

  and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 

  and take from them levies of grain, 

 you have built houses of hewn stone, 

  but you shall not live in them; 

 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 



  but you shall not drink their wine. 

 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

  and how great are your sins— 

 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

  and push aside the needy in the gate. 

 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

  for it is an evil time. 

 

 14Seek good and not evil, 

  that you may live; 

 and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

  just as you have said. 

 15Hate evil and love good, 

  and establish justice in the gate; 

 it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 

  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM          Psalm 90:12-17                         (read responsively) 

 12So teach us to count our days 

  that we may gain a wise heart. 

 13Turn, O LORD! How long? 

  Have compassion on your servants! 

 14Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

  so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

 15Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, 

  and as many years as we have seen evil. 

 16Let your work be manifest to your servants, 

  and your glorious power to their children. 

 17Let the favor of the LORD our God be upon us, 

  and prosper for us the work of our hands — 

  O prosper the work of our hands! 

 

SECOND READING       Hebrews 4:12-16 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare 

to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 

   14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 

Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as 

we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA     Alleluia (I am the Light of the World) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world. 

 

Those who follow me will not walk in darkness. 

Those who follow me will have the light of life. 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world. 

 



The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL      John 12:20-33 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  
     25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is 

for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 

this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                                                       Pastor Tim Sersen 

 

SONG OF THE DAY                              God Will Make a Way 

God will make a way, where there seems to be no way, 

He works in ways we cannot see, He will make a way for me. 

He will be my guide, hold me closely to His side 

With love and strength for each new day, 

He will make a way, He will make a way. 

 

God will make a way, where there seems to be no way, 

He works in ways we cannot see, He will make a way for me. 

He will be my guide, hold me closely to His side 

With love and strength for each new day, 

He will make a way, He will make a way. 

 

By a roadway in the wilderness, He’ll lead me, 

And rivers in the desert will I see. 

Heaven and earth will fade 

But His Word will still remain.  He will do something new today. 

 

God will make a way, where there seems to be no way, 

He works in ways we cannot see, He will make a way for me. 

He will be my guide, hold me closely to His side 

With love and strength for each new day, 

He will make a way, He will make a way. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Prayer response:   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

                                                                   

OFFERING          

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the 

QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC             How Good, Lord, to Be Here                    Janet Linker  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 

rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of 

our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 



BENEDICTION 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                                Everlasting God 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord. 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord. 

Our God, You reign forever. 

Our hope, our strong Deliv’rer. 

 

You are the everlasting God,  

The everlasting God, 

You do not faint, 

You won’t grow weary. 

You’re the defender of the weak, 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings, like eagles. 

 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord. 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord. 

Our God, You reign forever. 

Our hope, our strong Deliv’rer. 

 

You are the everlasting God,  

The everlasting God, 

You do not faint, 

You won’t grow weary. 

You’re the defender of the weak, 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings, like eagles. 

 

You are the everlasting God,  

The everlasting God, 

You do not faint, 

You won’t grow weary. 

You’re the defender of the weak, 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings, like eagles. 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God!  

                                                             

POSTLUDE                                   Organ Music played by Sonya Kempf 
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