Traditional Service October 3, 2021

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with
a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his
rejections of human legisiation in favor of the original intent of God's law.
Jesus’rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should
challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW #876
1 Let the whole creation cry,

"Glory to the Lord on high!"

Heav'n and earth, awake and sing,

"Praise to our almighty king!"

Praise God, angel hosts above,

ever bright and fair in love;

sun and moon, lift up your voice;

night and stars, in God rejoice.

2 Servants striving for the Lord,
prophets burning with the word,
those to whom the arts belong
add their voices to the song.
Pow'rs of knowledge and of law,
to the glorious circle draw;
all who work and all who wait,
sing, "The Lord is good and great!"

3 Men and women, young and old,
raise the anthem loud and bold,
and let children's happy hearts
in this worship take their parts;
from the north to southern pole
let the mighty chorus roll:

"Holy, Holy, Holy One;
glory be to God alone!"

INVOCATION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence for reflection.

God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.



We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in *+ Christ Jesus, God
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW, p. 159)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for
life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the

image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS' TIME

Pastoral Assistant Saundra



FIRST READING Genesis 2:18-24
'8Then the Lord GOD said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper
as his partner." '9So out of the ground the Lord GOD formed every animal of the field and every
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called every living creature, that was its name. 2°The man gave names to all cattle, and to
the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a
helper as his partner. 2'So the Lord GOD caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept;
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord GOD
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 2Then the man
said,

"This at last is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

this one shall be called Woman,

for out of Man this one was taken."
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one
flesh.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 8 (read responsively)
'0 LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
20ut of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
3When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
“what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
>Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honor.
%You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
’all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
%0 LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
"Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he
also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, “having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
>For to which of the angels did God ever say,

"You are my Son;

today | have begotten you"?
Or again,

"I will be his Father,

and he will be my Son"?
®And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,

"Let all God's angels worship him."
’Of the angels he says,



"He makes his angels winds,

and his servants flames of fire."
8But of the Son he says,

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
%You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;

therefore God, your God, has anointed you

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."”
10ANnd,

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,

and the heavens are the work of your hands;

"they will perish, but you remain;

they will all wear out like clothing;

12like a cloak you will roll them up,

and like clothing they will be changed.

But you are the same,

and your years will never end."

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
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The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Mark 10:2-16

2Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?" 3He answered them, "What did Moses command you?" 4They said, "Moses allowed a man
to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." °But Jesus said to them, "Because of your
hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. ®But from the beginning of creation,
'God made them male and female.' ”'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one
flesh. °Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."

'%Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. '"He said to them,
"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; '?and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery."

13people were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. "*But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
"Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom
of God belongs. "™Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child
will never enter it." "®And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed
them.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Lon Kvanli



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Hopefulness

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

ELW #765

Made children and heirs of God's promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Prayer response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

Offering will not be taken during worship,; a basket is available in the back of the
sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online
at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the
QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online.

OFFERING HYMN Jesus Loves Me! ELW #595
1 Jesus loves mel! this | know,

for the Bible tells me so;

little ones to him belong,

they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.

2 Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last | come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to
rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of
our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION HYMN Baptized and Set Free ELW # 453
1 We are people created,

chosen by God.

Then we're washed, ever gently,

in mercy and love.

Sin has power no more.

Jesus opened the door

to a fountain bringing healing,

and wholeness and more.

2 We are fed and we're nourished,
filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and
again we are blessed.
For whatever the need,
God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper
than all of our need.

3 We are nourished by water,
all living things,
and by life that the Spirit
abundantly brings.
As we journey toward home,
may your presence be known:
precious river, ever-flowing,
now carry us home.

4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,
we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather
to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free!
From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water,
baptized and set free!

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



BENEDICTION

People of God,

you are Christ's body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, + one God,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Dearest Jesus, We Are Here

1

Dearest Jesus, we are here,
gladly your command obeying.
With this child we now draw near
in response to your own saying
that to you it shall be given

as a child and heir of heaven.

Your command is clear and plain,
and we would obey it duly:

"You must all be born again,
heart and life renewing truly,
born of water and the Spirit,

and my kingdom thus inherit."

Therefore we have come to you,

in our arms this infant bearing;
truly here your grace we view;
may this child, your mercy sharing,
in your arms be shielded ever,
yours on earth and yours forever.

Gracious head, your member own;
shepherd, take your lamb and feed it;
prince of peace, make here your throne;
way of life, to heaven lead it;

precious vine, let nothing sever

from your side this branch forever.

Now into your heart we pour

prayers that from our hearts proceeded.
Our petitions heav'nward soar;

may our heart's desires be heeded!
Write the name we now have given;
write it in the book of heaven!

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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