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Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways ELW #772
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways

to keep his statutes still!

Oh, that my God would grant me grace

to know and do his will!

2 Order my footsteps by your word
and make my heart sincere;
let sin have no dominion, Lord,
but keep my conscience clear.

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
a stricter watch to keep;
and should | e'er forget your way,
restore your wand'ring sheep.

4 Make me to walk in your commands,
'tis a delightful road;
nor let my head or heart or hands
offend against my God.

INVOCATION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sjgn marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Drawn to Christ and seeking God'’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence for reflection.

God, our provider, help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world. Amen.



Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE This Is My Fathers World ELW #824
1 This is my Father's world,
and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world;
| rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

2 This is my Father's world;
the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world;
he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass | hear him pass;
he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

3 This is my Father's world;
oh, let me not forget
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world;
why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heaven ring;
God reigns, let earth be glad!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your
ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what | command you nor take away
anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which | am charging
you. °You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and
discerning people!" For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is



whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as
this entire law that | am setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to
your children and your children's children—

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 15 tune by Michael Guimont
Refrain:
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1 Whoever walks without fault;

Who does what is just,
And speaks the truth from his heart;
Whoever does not slander with his tongue. Refrain

2 Who does no wrong to a neighbor,
Who casts no slur on a friend,
Who looks with scorn on the wicked,
But honors those who fear the Lord. Refrain

3 Who lends no money at interest,
And accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a one shall never be shaken. Refrain

SECOND READING James 1:17-27

7Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. '8n fulfillment of
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first
fruits of his creatures.

"9You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger; 2°for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. 2'Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the
implanted word that has the power to save your souls.

22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any
are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a
mirror; 2*for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were
like. 2°But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act — they will be blessed in their doing.

261f any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. ?’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 25:35-40

3For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢ was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick
and you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me." 3’Then the righteous will answer
him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink?

3And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? 3%And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' 4°And the king will
answer them, 'Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Rebel Hurd

HYMN OF THE DAY Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW #520
(please stand on the last verse)
1 Dearest Jesus, at your word
we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
and in glowing faith be near you
as the promises here given
draw us wholly up to heaven.

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded
till your Spirit breaks the night,
filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living
come but by your gracious giving.

3 Radiance of God's glory bright,
Light of light from God proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light;
help our hearing, speaking, heeding,
that our prayers and songs may please you,
as with grateful hearts we praise you.



4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
praise to you and adoration!
Grant us what we need the most:
all your gospel's consolation
while we here on earth await you,
till in heav'n with praise we greet you.

APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God's promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Prayer response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

Offering will not be taken during worship, a basket is available in the back of the
sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online
at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the
QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online.

Fhos

OFFERING HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth ELW #879
1 For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth

over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.



2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5 For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray. O God of mercy and love, we give you thanks that you illumine our way through life
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
We pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Savior, Again to Your Dear Name
1 Savior, again to your dear name we raise

with one accord our parting hymn of praise;
once more we bless you ere our worship cease,
then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace.

ELW #534



2 Grant us your peace upon our homeward way;
with you began, with you shall end the day;
guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
that in this house have called upon your name.

3 Grant us your peace, Lord, through the coming night;
for us transform its darkness into light.
Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn;
your evening presence promise to your own.

4 Grant us your peace throughout our earthly life,
our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease,
call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace.

SENDING WORDS
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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