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PRELUDE                   Organ Meditations on Well-Known Gospel Hymns              Dale Wood 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit, that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

                                                                       

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                          Eternal Father, Strong to Save                  ELW #756 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

 whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

 who bade the mighty ocean deep 

 its own appointed limits keep: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 

 

2 O Savior, whose almighty word 

 the winds and waves submissive heard, 

 who walked upon the foaming deep, 

 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 

 

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

 upon the chaos dark and rude, 

 and bid its angry tumult cease, 

 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 



4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 

 all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 

 from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

 protect them wheresoe'er they go; 

 thus evermore shall rise to thee 

 glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

 

GREETING 

Holy people of God, called through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit: 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

And also with you.    

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 



                          
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of promise, Abraham scoffed and Sarah laughed when they were told of your plans for 

them and their family. Yet you remained faithful to your promise, and gave them a son, Isaac. 

Help us to trust in your promises for our lives, and to live according to your will. We pray in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

FIRST READING       Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 

tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw 

them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, 

"My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and 

wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may 

refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on — since you have come to your servant." So 

they said, "Do as you have said." 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Make 

ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes." 7Abraham ran to the 

herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare 

it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and 

he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent." 10Then 

one said, "I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son." And 

Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 

advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed 

to herself, saying, "After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" 13The 

LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am 

old?' 14Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, 

and Sarah shall have a son." 15But Sarah denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He 

said, "Oh yes, you did laugh." 
1The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had 

promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God 

had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4And 

Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded 

him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6Now Sarah said, 

"God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me." 7And she said, "Who 

would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in 

his old age." 

 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL                          Mark 10:27 
27Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all 

things are possible." 
 

Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 



 

SERMON                                                                                                              Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        O God, Who Gives Us Life                                 ACS #1086 

(please stand on the last verse) 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 



OFFERING          

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would 

like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC              Come, Let Us Eat                           Frank Ferku 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have blessed us with our bodies, our minds, our 

hearts, our communities, and the resources of this earth. Lead us and guide us to use these gifts 

in accordance with your will, for the sake of the one who is with us to the end, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.                                     

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

                                                       

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS                    Precious Lord, Take My Hand                   ELW #773                                                                  

1 Precious Lord, take my hand,  

Lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night,  

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

 



2 When my way grows drear, 

Precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, 

Hold my hand lest I fall. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

3 When the darkness appears 

And the night draws near, 

And the day is past and gone, 

At the river I stand, 

Guide my feet, hold my hand. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 

that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 

that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen.   

 

THANK YOU AND FAREWELL TO PASTOR TIM 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                          My Life Flows On in Endless Song                   ELW #763 

1 My life flows on in endless song; 

 above earth's lamentation, 

 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

 that hails a new creation. 

 

Refrain 

 No storm can shake my inmost calm 

 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

 how can I keep from singing? 

 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 

 I hear that music ringing. 

 It finds an echo in my soul. 

 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

3 What though my joys and comforts die? 

 The Lord my Savior liveth. 

 What though the darkness gather round? 

 Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 

 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 

 a fountain ever springing! 

 All things are mine since I am his! 

 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

 



SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE                                 Jesus Christ Our Blessed Savior              David N. Johnson 
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