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PRELUDE                                 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now                     Telemann 

                                                  Now We Join in Celebration                 David Cherwien 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING HYMN                           Spirit of Gentleness                           ELW #396 

Refrain 

 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

 and over the eons you called to each thing: 

 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 

 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 

 

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

 and down in the city you called once again, 

 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 

 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 

INVOCATION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit, that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

Holy people of God, called through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit: 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

And also with you.    

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  (ELW, p. 122)   
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of dreams and hope, 

You spoke to Joseph in his dreams, and those dreams led him to great danger. Yet you used the 

challenges in his life to save the lives of others. In you, no good thing is accidental. You work in 

us and through us, even when we are not aware of your presence. Help us to know that you are 

with us, and that only you are capable of turning all evil to good. We pray all these things in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.   

 
SCRIPTURE & SERMON     Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21        Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY           God, When Human Bonds Are Broken             ELW #603 

1 God, when human bonds are broken 

 and we lack the love or skill 

 to restore the hope of healing, 

 give us grace and make us still. 

 

2 Through that stillness, with your Spirit 

 come into our world of stress, 

 for the sake of Christ forgiving 

 all the failures we confess. 

 

3 You in us are bruised and broken: 

 hear us as we seek release 

 from the pain of earlier living; 

 set us free and grant us peace. 

 

4 Send us, God of new beginnings, 

 humbly hopeful into life. 

 Use us as a means of blessing: 

 make us stronger, give us faith. 

 

5 Give us faith to be more faithful, 

 give us hope to be more true, 

 give us love to go on learning: 

 God, encourage and renew! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 

 

Prayer response:   God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift online 

at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the 

QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC                             Great Is the Lord                       Michael W. Smith 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have blessed us with our bodies, our minds, our 

hearts, our communities, and the resources of this earth. Lead us and guide us to use these gifts 

in accordance with your will, for the sake of the one who is with us to the end, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.                                     

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

                                                       



PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 



COMMUNION HYMN                              As We Gather at Your Table                           ELW #522                                                                             

1 As we gather at your table,  

as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence;  

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story  

till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet  

how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

 

2 Turn our worship into witness 

in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you,  

bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion  

to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image  

in the world you died to save. 

 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  

other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome  

those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us  

nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels  

to repeat the sounding joy. 

 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray. Jesus Christ, host of this great feast, you have given us your very self in this bread 

and wine, that we might be nourished with your words of promise. Filled again by your grace, we 

trust in your abiding love that sustains us now, and promises us life eternal in your name. Amen.                                                                

  

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

SENDING HYMN                       How Firm a Foundation                              ELW #796                

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 

 What more can he say than to you he has said 

 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

 

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 

 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 

 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 

 



4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 

 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 

 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE                                How Firm A Foundation                        David M Cherwien 
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