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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after
the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words
today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the
Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who
sent him.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Drawn to Christ and seeking God'’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God's mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy ELW #413
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!



Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,

though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and you live in the
perfect unity of love. Give us a sure faith in you, so that we share in your holy fellowship and life

as three Persons in one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 6:1-8
'In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and
the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they
flew. 2And one called to another and said:
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory."
“The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke. °And | said: "Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"
®Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with
a pair of tongs. ‘The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." 8Then | heard the voice of the LORD
saying, "Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?" And | said, "Here am I; send me!"

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 29
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due God's name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

(read responsively)



3The voice of the LoRD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the Lorp is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
>The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
®the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LorD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the LorD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LOrRD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are crying, “Glory!”
'%The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
"0 Lorb, give strength to your people;
give them, O LoRD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-17

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh — "3for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of
God. "For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" '6it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, "and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 3:1-17

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ?He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus answered him, "Very
truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above." “Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" °Jesus answered, "Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ®°What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to
you, 'You must be born from above.' 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound



of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit." °Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" "%esus answered him,
"Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

"Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. '?If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? '*No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '*that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

'®For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Tim Sersen
HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Almighty Word ELW #673
1 God, whose almighty word

chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:

hear us, we humbly pray,

and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2 Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight;
health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind;
oh, now to humankind
let there be light.

3 Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

4 Holy and blessed three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might:
boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth, far and wide,
let there be light.

APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God our Father has created us. In his love, he sent his Son to redeem us. Now he gathers
together his holy people by the power of his Spirit. Let us come to him in the Spirit, through the
name of Jesus, and ask him for all we need.

Prayer response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord God, you are the ground of our existence and the foundation of our faith. Support us in this
faith as we live in your name, for you are Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

Offering will not be taken during worship, a basket is available in the back of the
sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. As we continue to worship through the gift of radjo
and internet, we encourage you to consider giving a gift online at
zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the QR E
code scanner on your smart phone to give online.

OFxra30

OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord'’s face shine on your with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
1 O beautiful for spacious skies,

for amber waves of grain,

for purple mountain majesties

above the fruited plain:

America! America!l

God shed his grace on thee,

and crown thy good with brotherhood

from sea to shining sea.

2 O beautiful for heroes proved
in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved,
and mercy more than life:
America!l Americal!
May God thy gold refine,
till all success be nobleness,
and ev'ry gain divine.

3 O beautiful for patriot dream
that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam,
undimmed by human tears:
Americal Americal!

God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
confirm thy soul in self-control,
thy liberty in law.

SENDING WORDS
Go in the peace of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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