Traditional Service May 23, 2021

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
Pentecost Sunday
zionlutheranaberdeen.org

Erin Heidelberger, Pastor

Tim Sersen, Visitation Pastor

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God's mercy to p/aces
we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak
hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit
reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth,
we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.

PRELUDE Pentecost Suite Robert Lind
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O Day Full of Grace ELW #627
Vs. 1,3,5 - Congregation ~Vs. 2 - Southside ~ Vs. 4 - Northside

1 O day full of grace that now we see

appearing on earth's horizon,

bring light from our God that we may be
abundant in joy this season.

God, shine for us now in this dark place;
your name on our hearts emblazon.



O day full of grace, O blessed time,

our Lord on the earth arriving;

then came to the world that light sublime,
great joy for us all retrieving;

for Jesus all mortals did embrace,

all shame and despair removing.

For Christ bore our sins, and not his own,
when he on the cross was hanging;

and then he arose and moved the stone,
that we, unto him belonging,

might join with angelic hosts to raise

our voices in endless singing.

God came to us then at Pentecost,

the Spirit new life revealing,

that we might no more in death be lost,
its pow'r over us dispelling.

This flame will the mark of sin efface
and bring to us all true healing.

When we on that final journey go
that Christ is for us preparing,

we'll gather in song, our hearts aglow,
all joy of the heavens sharing,

and there we will join God's endless praise,

with angels and saints adoring.

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of the risen Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us

this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING

Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there



were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, "Mortal, can these
bones live?" | answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." #Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. °Thus says the Lord GOD to
these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live;
and you shall know that | am the LORD."

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. & looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no
breath in them. °Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live." ' prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

""Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’

12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: | am going to open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land of
Israel. "*And you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. ™l will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD."

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 2:1-21

'"When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

>Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking
in the native language of each. ’Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? °Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, "°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, "'Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." '?All were amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, "What does this mean?" '*But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new
wine."

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say. "’Indeed, these
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. ®No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel:

7'In the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams.

18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,

in those days | will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

YAnd I will show portents in the heaven above

and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

22The sun shall be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.

2Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

[Jesus said,] *“When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 2’You also are to testify because
you have been with me from the beginning.

16:454 did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. >But now |
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going? ®But because |
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. “Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it
is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you;
but if I go, | will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin
and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; %about
righteousness, because | am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; "about
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

124] still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. '*When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. *He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 'All that the Father has is mine. For this
reason | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Tim Sersen

HYMN OF THE DAY O Holy Spirit, Root of Life ELW #399
1 O Holy Spirit, root of life,

creator, cleanser of all things:

anoint our wounds, awaken us

with lustrous movement of your wings.

2 Eternal vigor, Saving One,
you free us by your living Word,
becoming flesh to wear our pain,
and all creation is restored.

3 O holy Wisdom, soaring pow'r,
encompass us with wings unfurled,
and carry us, encircling all
above, below, and through the world.



APOSTLES' CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

Prayer response: Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

Offering will not be taken during worship, a basket is available in the back of the
sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. As we continue to worship through the gift of
radjo and internet, we encourage you to consider giving a gift online at
zlonlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would like, use the
QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online.
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OFFERING MUSIC Spirit of God, Descent Upon My Heart David Johnson
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OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, grant us your Holy Spirit
that we might hear and share your promise of new life with all in need. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May God who has brought us from death to life grant you faith to trust in Jesus Christ, the
resurrection and the life. Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

1

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling

in the holiest realms of light;

Holy Spirit, ever brooding

o'er a world of gloom and night;
Holy Spirit, ever raising

those of earth to thrones on high;
living, life-imparting Spirit,

you we praise and magnify.

Holy Spirit, ever living

as the church's very life;

Holy Spirit, ever striving

through us in a ceaseless strife;
Holy Spirit, ever forming

in the church the mind of Christ:
you we praise with endless worship
for your gifts and fruits unpriced.

Holy Spirit, ever working

through the church's ministry;
quick'ning, strength'ning, and absolving,
setting captive sinners free;

Holy Spirit, ever binding

age to age and soul to soul

in communion never ending,

you we worship and extol.

SENDING WORDS
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

God of Grace

ELW #582

Paul Manz

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
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