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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

The Latin word “Tenebrae” means shadows or darkness. This evening’s 

service is based on the shadows our Lord experienced on Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday. The extinguishing of candles has been placed 

within the reading of the Passion according to John, the ancient gospel narrative for the day. 

Rather than “mourning” the dying or dead Jesus on Good Friday, the cross is acclaimed as the 

sign of the world’s redemption.          

 

PRELUDE                            Piano/Organ Duets 

 Organ—Sonya Kempf       Piano—Sue Gates 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

It was dawn. The sun was warming the earth. The birds were singing. 

The beauty of the day was lost on the grieving women. It may as well have been midnight as 

they approached the tomb. 

 

It was dawn. The earth was rejoicing. The breeze whispered alleluias across the land. 

It made no sense. The stone had moved. The body was gone. Confusion and fear shoved grief to 

the side. 

 

It was dawn. The trees swayed in the rhythm of songs from the heavens. 

Dazzling clothes, strange voices, familiar words: On the third day the Son of Man will rise again. 

 

It was dawn. The women were running. The words were forming. 

Christ is risen! Come and see! 

 

Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                         ELW #365 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 

 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 

 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 

 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 



GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  (ELW, p. 122)   

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us 

die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.  

                                                                       

SPECIAL MUSIC                                  Still Be My Vision                          Rebecca Belliston 

Zach & Saundra Anderson 

 

KIDS’ TIME 

 
FIRST READING                     Acts 10:34-43              Pew Bible NT, p. 134 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM               Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24        arr. by Michael Guimont 

 

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by cantor. 

 

 
 

1. Give praise to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 

Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” 

Refrain sung by all. 

 

2. “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds; his right hand is exalted.” 

I shall not die, I shall  live and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

Refrain sung by all. 

 

3. The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

By the Lord has this been done, a marvel in our eyes. 

Refrain sung by all. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

                   

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                                       

GOSPEL        Mark 16:1-8    Pew Bible NT, p. 55  
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, 

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they 

saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the 

tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, 

tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 

he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                                                      Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    Now, all the Vault of Heaven Resounds              ELW #367                                       

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 

 in praise of love that still abounds: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

 Repeat their song of glory here: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 

 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Now still he comes to give us life 

 and by his presence stills all strife. 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

 set heart and will on things above 

 that we conquer through your triumph; 

 grant grace sufficient for life's day 



 that by our lives we truly say: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Adoring praises now we bring 

 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

 all the glory, never ending! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

NICENE CREED     

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

                                                     

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 



OFFERING           

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would 

like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 

you have raised us to new life in Christ, grant us your Holy Spirit that we might hear and share 

your promise of new life with all in need. Amen.                                                         

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                   

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 



Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

           Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen.   

                                                   

Our risen Lord comes to us in the breaking of the bread with his body and blood, promising 

forgiveness and new life. Let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 

This is the feast of victory for our God! Alleluia! 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

                                                             

COMMUNION HYMN           That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright             ELW #384 

                                                                        

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of heaven, the very body 

and blood of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. As you send us into the world, keep us steadfast in 

the promise and life-giving hope of your resurrection, that by the Holy Spirit we might testify to 

the power and grace of your work for us and all people. Amen. 

                                       

BENEDICTION 

May Almighty God, who raised our Lord from death, lift you up and restore your 

life in the victory of his Son. Amen. 

 

May Jesus Christ, the Son of God, give you his Word of new life, that you might be strengthened 

by the power of his resurrection to life everlasting. Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, who creates, calls, and gathers the Church in faith, keep you in God's 

baptismal promise this day and always. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.                                                    

 

 



SENDING HYMN                  Christ, the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!             ELW #369 

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 

 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

 offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 

 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 

 

2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 

 sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 

 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

3 Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 

 God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 

 when contending death and life, Alleluia! 

 met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 

 

4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 

 all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 

 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Go in peace as witnesses of the risen Lord. 

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                             Piano/Organ duets   

 Organ—Sonya Kempf       Piano—Sue Gates 
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