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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in 

which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the 

meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows 

them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 

elements of our Sunday worship. 

 

PRELUDE                      Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing                 Wilbur Held       

                                                   Christ Is Arisen, Alleluia                    Christopher Loenker                                       

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But when we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God our Father. Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                           The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done                      ELW #366 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

1 The strife is o'er, the battle done;  

 now is the victor's triumph won! 

 Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia! 

 

2 The pow'rs of death have done their worst; 

 Jesus their legions has dispersed. 

 Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 

 



3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 

 Christ rises glorious from the dead. 

 All glory to our risen head! Alleluia! 

 

4 Christ closed the yawning gates of hell; 

 the bars from heav'n's high portals fell. 

 Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluia! 

 

5 Lord, by the stripes that wounded you, 

 from death's sting free your servants too, 

 that we may live and sing to you. Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of the risen Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  (ELW, p. 121)   

 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us 

with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 
FIRST READING                Acts 3:12-19      

12When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 

his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 

decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 

murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 

whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in 

the presence of all of you. 
17And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this 

way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 

 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM                Psalm 4        (read responsively) 
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 

  the LORD will hear me when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  

 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 

  and put your trust in the LORD. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 

 7You have put gladness in my heart, 

  more than when grain and wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

 

SECOND READING     1 John 3:1-7   
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 

is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 



are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 

when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope 

in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 

was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 

one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

                                                                                                  

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL     Luke 24:36b-48    
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are 

you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see 

that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy 

they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 

eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                                                                Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            We Walk by Faith             ELW #635                                       

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 

 with gracious words draw near, 

 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

 "My peace be with you here." 

 

2 We may not touch your hands and side, 

 nor follow where you trod; 

 but in your promise we rejoice, 

 and cry, "My Lord and God!" 



3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

 and may our faith abound 

 to call on you when you are near 

 and seek where you are found: 

 

4 For you, O resurrected Lord, 

are found in means divine: 

beneath the water and the word, 

beneath the bread and wine. 

 

5 And when our life of faith is done, 

 in realms of clearer light 

 we may behold you as you are,  

 with full and endless sight. 

 

NICENE CREED     

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

Prayer response:   Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING    

Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in the back of the 

sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. We encourage you to consider giving a gift 

online at zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you would 

like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 
 

The children are welcome to come forward and place their offerings in the  “For Children 

Everywhere” box. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC                                   Simple Gifts                               Wilbur Held  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 

you have raised us to new life in Christ, grant us your Holy Spirit that we might hear and share 

your promise of new life with all in need. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

                                                                          

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

                                                       

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us;                                                              

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our risen Lord comes to us in the breaking of the bread with his body and blood, promising 

forgiveness and new life. Let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 

This is the feast of victory for our God! Alleluia! 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of The Lord’s 

Supper bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to 

gather at the Lord’s Table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                             Come, Let Us Eat                                ELW #491 

1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread, 

 come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

 Our Lord's body let us take together, 

 our Lord's body let us take together. 

 

2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured, 

 come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured. 

 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together, 

 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together. 

 

3 In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest, 

 in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest. 

 In the presence of our Lord we gather, 

 in the presence of our Lord we gather. 

 

4 Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word, 

 rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word. 

 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom, 

 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom. 

  

BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of heaven, the very body 

and blood of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. As you send us into the world, keep us steadfast in 

the promise and life-giving hope of your resurrection, that by the Holy Spirit we might testify to 

the power and grace of your work for us and all people. Amen. 



BENEDICTION 

May God who has brought us from death to life grant you faith to trust in Jesus Christ, the 

resurrection and the life. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia                             ELW #364 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 

 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 

 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

 

Refrain 

 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 

 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

 Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst 

 until its strength by God was dispersed. 

 He who gives life did death undergo, 

 and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 

 

3 The angel said to them, "Do not fear. 

 You look for Jesus who is not here. 

 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 

 Only the graveclothes are lying there."  Refrain 

 

4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 

 He has arisen this world to save. 

 Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 

 Even the battle with sin is won."  Refrain 

 

5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 

 Alleluia, to him praises be. 

 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

 he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 

 

SENDING WORDS 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                          Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain              David Cherwien               
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