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Worship from Home Contemporary Service                         January 10, 2021 

 

Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD 

Baptism of Our Lord 

zionlutheranaberdeen.org  

Erin Heidelberger, Pastor 

Tim Sersen, Visitation Pastor 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis 

creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. 

Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is 

the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from 

John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the 

Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us 

on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s 

vision of justice and peace. 

 

PRELUDE             Baptized in Water     Various composers 

             

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the Father, ☩ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, who forgives all 

our sin, and whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

God who searches us and knows us, 

you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our 

way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge 

over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you. With 

what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin, 

and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 
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Beloved of God, 

you have not received the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit that is from God, 

poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 

Receive the promise of baptism: 

You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. 

Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG       God of Wonders      

Lord of all creation, of water, earth and sky. 

The heavens are your tabernacle, 

Glory to the Lord on High. 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are Holy, Holy. 

The universe declares Your majesty.  You are Holy, Holy. 

Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth. 

 

Early in the morning, I will celebrate the light. 

And when I stumble in the darkness,  

I will call your name by night. 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are Holy, Holy. 

The universe declares Your majesty.  You are Holy, Holy. 

Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth. 

 

Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth. 

 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy.  You are Holy, Holy. 

Precious Lord, reveal your heart to me. 

You are Holy, Holy. 

The universe declares Your majesty 

You are Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy., 

 

GREETING                                        

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world. The light no darkness can overcome. 

 

May the grace and truth of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Loving Father, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, and revealed 

him as your dear Son. Thank you for making us your children by water and the 

Spirit. Keep us faithful to you throughout our lives. We ask this through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

              

KIDS’ TIME                             Pastoral Assistant Saundra Anderson 

 

FIRST READING       Genesis 1:1-5 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar 

story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It 

remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 

 

 1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM       Psalm 29       (read responsively) 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
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9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

 

SECOND READING      Acts 19:1-7 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but 

had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes 

them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard 

that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 

answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 

is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of 

them. 

 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Alleluia (I Am the Light of the World) 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL         Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the 

Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                                                                      Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

 

SONG OF THE DAY      Let the River Flow 

Let the poor man say I am rich in Him, let the lost man say I am found in Him, 

Oh, let the river flow. 

Let the blind man say I can see again.  Let the dead man say I am born again. 

Oh, let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

 

Let the river flow, let the river flow. 

Holy Spirit come, move in power. 

Let the river flow. 

 

Let the poor man say I am rich in Him, let the lost man say I am found in Him, 

Oh, let the river flow. 

Let the blind man say I can see again.  Let the dead man say I am born again. 

Oh, let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

 

Let the river flow, let the river flow. 

Holy Spirit come, move in power. 

Let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

Let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 
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Let the river flow.  Let the river flow. 

Let the river flow, let the river flow. 

Holy Spirit come, move in power. 

Let the river flow. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

 

Prayer response:   O LORD, give strength to your people; 

             give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

 

 

Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all 

for whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 

OFFERING  

Thank you for your faithful giving that has continued during this 

time! Ministry at this time depends on regular giving. If you would 

like to give online now, you can use this QR code scanner on your 

smart phone to be directed to the Giving page on our website. You 

can also mail your offerings in to the church.   

 

OFFERING SONG           Beautiful Savior 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man. 

Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy my crown. 

 

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flowers of blooming spring. 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high. 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man. 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

Now and forevermore be thine. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

By your grace, use these gifts to spread your name and salvation through our 

community and our world. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the God of glory dwell in you richly, call you beloved, and shine brightly on 

your path. The blessing of Almighty God - the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be 

upon and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG        That’s Why We Praise Him 

He came to live, live a perfect life; 

He came to be the living Word of Life; 

He came to die so we’d be reconciled; 

He came to rise, to show His power and might. 

 

That’s why we praise Him; that’s why we sing; 

That’s why we offer Him our everything; 

That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 

‘Cause He gave His ev’rything. 

 

He came to live, live again in us; 

He came to be our conquering King and Friend; 

He came to heal and show the lost ones His love; 

He came to go prepare a place for us. 

 

That’s why we praise Him; that’s why we sing; 

That’s why we offer Him our everything; 

That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 

‘Cause He gave His ev’ry – 

That’s why we praise Him; that’s why we sing; 

That’s why we offer Him our everything; 

That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 

‘Cause He gave His ev’rything. 

‘Cause He gave His ev’rything. 
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SENDING WORDS                     

Glory to God in the highest! 

Peace to God's people on earth! 

 

Go in the peace that comes from Jesus the Son of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                   Beautiful Savior         Melody Bober 
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Leading worship today:  

Pastor Erin Heidelberger, preaching and leading worship 

Pastoral Assistant Saundra Anderson 

Ted & Elissa Dickey, lectors 

Sonya Kempf, prelude and postlude 

Stephanie Hawkinson, accompanist 

Kara Pies, vocalist 

Stacy Geffre, vocalist 

 


