
GATHERING 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

        
PRELUDE                       Piano\Organ Duets         
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RECOGNITION OF FIRST COMMUNION YOUTH 
 
INVOCATION (please stand) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one  
another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.                                                     
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world.  Amen.  (please be seated) 
 
GATHERING HYMN    Hope of the Nations           Brian Doerksen      
 

Gathering Hymn sung by the cantor(s);  
congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 

                                             
Jesus, hope of the nations.   
Jesus comfort for all who mourn. 
You are the source of Heaven's hope on earth. 
 Jesus light in the darkness.   
Jesus truth in each circumstance. 
You are the source of Heaven's light on earth. 
 In History, You live and died. 
You broke the chains, You rose to life 
  
You are the hope living in us.   
You are the rock in whom we trust. 
You are the light shining for all the world to see. 
You rose from the dead, conquering fear, 
Our Prince of Peace drawing us near. 
Jesus our hope  
Living for all who will receive.  Lord we believe!! 
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GREETING                            
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY         
Almighty and merciful God, you have ordered our earthly life that we must walk by 
faith and not by sight. Give us such trust in your fatherly care that we show our faith 
by our courage in the face of all perplexities. We ask this through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
                                                               

WORD 
 God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

 
PSALM    Psalm 80:7-15   (read responsively)  
    The Message 
 

God-of-the-Angel-Armies, come back! Smile your blessing smile: 
        That will be our salvation. 
Remember how you brought a young vine from Egypt, 
    cleared out the brambles and briers 
    and planted your very own vineyard? 
You prepared the good earth, you planted her roots deep; 
    the vineyard filled the land. 
Your vine soared high and shaded the mountains, 
    even dwarfing the giant cedars. 
Your vine ranged west to the Sea, east to the River. 
So why do you no longer protect your vine? 
    Trespassers pick its grapes at will; 
Wild pigs crash through and crush it, 
    and the mice nibble away at what’s left. 
God-of-the-Angel-Armies, turn our way! 
    Take a good look at what’s happened 
    and attend to this vine. 
Care for what you once tenderly planted— 
    the vine you raised from a shoot. 
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SECOND READING  Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
                                                       
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (please stand)   
 
Acclamation sung by the cantor(s); congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 

    
The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL   Matthew 21:33-46 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  (please be seated)                    
                                                         
SERMON                              Pastor Erin Heidelberger 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  ELW #461 
 

Hymns sung by the cantor(s); congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 
                                                              
1 All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
                                                         

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  (please stand) 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
                                    
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (please be seated) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,               
and all those in need. 
 
After each petition:  God of mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your                  
mercy; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you.                                                                 
 
OFFERING 
Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in 
the back of the sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. As we 
continue to worship through the gift of radio and internet, we 
encourage you to consider giving a gift online at 
zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you 
would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 
love in our community and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 
Today we celebrate with our Zion 6th-graders 
as they receive their first Holy Communion. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (please stand) 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
                                                                
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen.  (please be seated) 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  (please stand) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the 
gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your 
goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
                                                               
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. (please be seated) 
 
SENDING HYMN           The Lord Now Sends Us Forth         ELW #538 

 
   Hymns sung by the cantor(s); congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 
 
   The Lord now sends us forth  

with hands to serve and give, 
 to make of all the earth  

a better place to live.  Repeat 
 
 The angels are not sent  

into our world of pain 
 to do what we were meant  

to do in Jesus' name; 
 that falls to you and me  

and all who are made free. 
 Help us, O Lord, we pray,  

to do your will today.  Repeat 
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SENDING WORDS                  
           
Go in peace. Christ is with you!   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                   Holy, Holy, Holy               Lani Smith 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593. 
 
CCLI Copyright License #2029973 / Streaming License #20579691 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also 
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness 
of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread 
so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 



 
SECOND READING  Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I 
do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
GOSPEL   Matthew 21:33-46 
 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But 
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in 
the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of 

the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” 
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 
he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
 
 


